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The Magazine was named after the Sutra :

Chapter of Origin on Maha-Prajna-Sutra

Offering the Golden Lotus of thousand stems to the
Buddha for spreading the Buddha-Dharma. And then
spreading the Golden Lotus to the worlds of other Bud-
dha that is in the upper direction and far away from the
world we live. Because of the power of the Buddha,
this Golden Lotus is spreading to the worlds of all Bud-
dha, and there is a Buddha born and sit in each of the
platform of the Golden Lotus. These Buddha are ad-
dressing the Dharma of the Maha Prajna. All the beings
that hear the address will definitely become a Buddha.
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The words can clean your heart

Life is so precious

Time is limited (extremely limited)

From this moment on ~

No more make response to any negative thinking

Terribly waste and cast away

such a valuable but limited

life

This useful life

Should be used to win achievements
to do works of charity
to spread love

You can not; must not; should not

Using any bit of it to destroy

Every minutes and second

must use it to build up
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Right Way to Sit in Meditation
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Like boiling water, if using a low heat, the
water might not boil even after a whole day. It
would only become warm. A medium heat can
bring the water to the boil but slow. A high heat

is the fastest way.

In this simile, “heat” means how hard we
try; and “water” stands for the state of one’s
mind. If a man sits in meditation for hours
but his mind often goes towards other objects
(like using a low heat), then it is impossible for
him to reach Dhyana (absolute concentration
and serenity of the mind). If one tries hard, he
would find that in the beginning, it is not easy
to keep concentrating his attention on the pri-
mary objects of meditation. His mind is often
disturbed and follows the uncontrolled wander-
ing thoughts. Nevertheless, when he becomes
aware of that, all he has to do is to return his
attention to the primary objects. Persevering in
practicing this way (like using a medium heat),
gradually, he would make progress in sitting
into meditation. After a longtime practice, it is
easy for him to fix his mind on the meditation
with all his energies (like using a high heat).
Thus, he can reach a higher state of Dhyana and
then reach enlightenment.
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--27-7----772-777--7-- (&y@EEz)

DT T (BB
(5220 HEE)

FEE,

CEIEL, (BT MR 5E)

st - o EfEEER

in the beginning ---17-7---77-777--- (often being distracted)
after a period of time ----Z---Z----Z--Z (less and less distraction)

when reaching Dhyana (no distraction at all)
concentration

Z  distraction (muddleheaded, #EED, absent-minded)

P.S.:wandering thoughts appear randomly
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The main purpose of the Diamond Sutra is to explain to us that
everything is illusion and there is nothing to be obtained.
Therefore, from this standpoint,

there is indeed no difference between good and bad.

So, no matter how many merits a Mahayana Bodhisattva
accumulated,

from the point of view of Emptiness,

he actually gets nothing.

That is why the Tathagata says,

“He would gain a great many merits because there is no merit.”

17
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I. Original taste of wisdom

At that time, Indra said to Buddha:
Most-respected! Why is that when good
men and women to declare the obtained-
paramitas of Dhyana (sitting into medita-
tion), actually, they are declaring the simi-
lar-paramitas of Dhyana?

Buddha replied: Kausika! If good
men and women explain for those who
swore an ultimate-bodhi vow about the fol-
lowing facts: form is constant or variable;
feeling, thinking, will and consciousness are
constant or variable; form is happy or sad;
feeling, thinking, will and consciousness
are happy or sad; form is ego or no-ego;
feeling, thinking, will and consciousness
are ego or no-ego; form is clean or dirty;
feeling, thinking, will and consciousness
are clean or dirty, then practicing Dhyana-
paramita under such facts, this is working
Dhyana-paramita.

Buddha explained again. Who is
working on Dhyana is supposed to request
the followings: form is constant or variable;
feeling, thinking, will and consciousness are
constant or variable; form is happy or sad;
feeling, thinking, will and consciousness
are happy or sad; form is ego or no-ego;
feeling, thinking, will and consciousness
are ego or no-ego; form is clean or dirty;
feeling, thinking, will and consciousness
are clean or dirty. If you practice Dhyana
under such requests, you are working on
Dhyana-paramita.

Kausika! If good men and women
doing requests such as: form is constant or
variable; feeling, thinking, will and con-
sciousness are constant or variable; form
is happy or sad; feeling, thinking, will and
consciousness are happy or sad; form is
ego or no-ego; feeling, thinking, will an
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clean or dirty; feeling, thinking, will and
consciousness are clean or dirty; then, they
works on Dhyana under such requests; I
would like to declare that this is obtaining-
and-similar Dhyana-paramita. Kausika!
Just as what I said previously, you should
know those are obtaining-and-similar
Dhyana-paramita.......

Moreover, Kausika! If good men
and women explain for those who swore
an ultimate-bodhi vow about the follow-
ing facts: the Buddha’s ultimate-and-exact
Bodhi is constant or variable; the Buddha’s
ultimate-and-exact Bodhi is happy or sad;
the Buddha’s ultimate-and-exact Bodhi is
ego or no-ego; the Buddha’s ultimate-and-
exact Bodhi is clean or dirty, then practic-
ing Dhyana -paramita under such facts, this
is working Dhyana-paramita.

Buddha explained again. Who is
working on Dhyana is supposed to request
the followings: the Buddha’s ultimate-
and-exact Bodhi is constant or variable;
the Buddha’s ultimate-and-exact Bodhi is
happy or sad; the Buddha’s ultimate-and-
exact Bodhi is ego or no-ego; the Buddha’s
ultimate-and-exact Bodhi is clean or dirty.
If you practice Dhyana under such requests,
you are working on Dhyana-paramita.

Kausika! If good men and women
doing requests such as: the Buddha’s
ultimate-and-exact Bodhi is constant
or variable; the Buddha’s ultimate-and-
exact Bodhi is happy or sad; the Buddha’s
ultimate-and-exact Bodhi is ego or no-ego;
the Buddha’s ultimate-and-exact Bodhi is
clean or dirty, then, they works on Dhyana
under such requests; I would like to declare
that this is obtaining-and-similar Dhyana-
paramita. Kausika! Just as what I said
previously, you should know those are
obtaining-and-similar Dhyana-paramita.
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(New modified Da-zheng-cang, P746, column III,

line 13~P754, column III, inverse line 2)

Il. Vivid explanation

Indra asked Buddha: Why is that
when good men and women to declare the
obtained-dhyana, actually, they are declar-
ing the similar-dhyana?

Buddha replied, if good men and
women explain for those who swore an
ultimate-bodhi vow about the following
facts: the five-gatherings (form, feeling,
thinking, will and consciousness) are con-
stant, variable, happy, sad, ego, no-ego,
clean and dirty, then practicing Dhyana-
paramita under such facts; this is working
Dhyana-paramita. Besides, who is working
on Dhyana is supposed to request the fol-
lowings: the five-gatherings are constant,
variable, happy, sad, ego, no-ego, clean

v/

21



PR LR ART ¥ T
R PR R ig;.Lt#ﬁ%g%%
Tl U KR A MF RS T ML
#az b 2 1\ 188 0§ k6
2 & A foed)lyxad b4y
\* M oax ﬁgﬁﬁﬁaimﬁ
g Th & A2 ME T i
x 5L R ar\F T KT h Lk
g A MR gk a4 A Jogf]
§ L i T4 LTI
# MM AL R A g
_|# 2t % RA| (S gi 2 Tazg|
| % »ﬁ%nﬁ?ﬁ -gj.fsﬁ*ﬂa&fiz%?
Zla K7 E I 1A% G o7 ALkt
A %3 % R Rl 2T R g8
£ 3T 5 A8 |ewg A EThLA
(R R EEIN YT REE EPEY!

% MRFBHT -~ BL
A v Ry FERRLIA > D
S S N S S
IR R AN AR
REAAE B TIRE » BB TE -
NEMBEITHERA - R
o A R O HHO
HEEH - HE o AN AREES
AU B THEE - BT TIEE - Fr e
MREFT ~ FLAN > RO
i A ER A
o~ IR o EHAT
SURTTE TSR EIEEE 5 A0 Ri
THIFrEE - H A ERCA TS ~ A
UE

TESOCE AR w B BERR
IRTREZCEREI © A FTS A e A
BEZRMPEEES -

A REBGESL > HAEF A
W — B - E—KBe > JI

|

and dirty. If you practice Dhyana-paramita
under such facts, this is working Dhyana-
paramita. Therefore, if good men and
women request the five-gatherings under
conditions such as constant, variable, happy,
sad, ego, no-ego, clean and dirty, I would
like to declare that this is obtaining-and-
similar Dhyana-paramita. Just as what [
said previously, you should know those are
obtaining-and-similar Dhyana-paramita.

Via Indra asking Buddha, the sutra
explained to us: the obtaining Dhyana-
paramita is the similar Dhyana-paramita.

The previous paragraph of sutra com-
pletely explained the Prajna, one of the six-
paramitas, for us. In this paragraph, it ex-
plains the Dhyana instead. Why is that the
obtaining Dhyana-paramita is the similar
Dhyana-paramita? The sutra analyses it in
the same way that are point of views such
as constant, variable, happy, sad, ego, no-
ego, clean and dirty. This analysis started
with the five-gatherings and ended up with
the ultimate-and-exact Bodhi. The struc-
tures of these two paragraphs are exactly
the same.

The six-paramitas are the six guid-
ing principles of the Bodhisattva-path. If
you can do it completely, you can attain the
result of Buddha perfectly. Nevertheless,
when you work on the six-paramitas, the
quality and intension of the working are the
most important. You can’t work on it in a
dishonest manner. The sutra spends quite a
lot printed pages to explain it for us.

Sometimes, even a seemingly work is
not an easy thing to do. For example Dhya-
na, if a man can sit into meditation for the
whole day, you should pay highly respect
to him because of his patience, stability and
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endurance. You simply put the quality and
intension of Dhyana aside.

Buddha has an incomparable compas-
sion and wishes the man to get more. After
the man finished the seemingly work, he is
supposed to improve the quality and inten-
sion of Dhyana. If he could complete in
both respects, it would be perfect, isn’t it?

Therefore, the gist of this paragraph
is that when practicing Dhyana, you are not
Just sitting over there; you must take care of
the quality and intension of sitting as well.
Strictly speaking, the quality and intension
of sitting are much more important than the
seemingly work of sitting.

Why? When you are sitting, you may
make your gestures of sitting flawless such
as crossing legs, straight but loose spinal
and the tongue touches the palate. Howev-
er, beneath the external gestures of Dhyana,
we must find the quality and intension of
real Dhyana.

What are the quality and intension
of Dhyana? That means you need to make
your mind leaving any wild fancy. Then,
you may enter into a status of no distin-
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guishing and keep it for you for a long time.
A real dhyana wants this status. You can
never look down on it.

Therefore, let’s make a clearly con-
clusion: if you already have a good looking
of the gestures, however, those wild fan-
cies are still in your mind; that is not a real
dhyana. That is what is called the similar
Dhyana-paramita in the sutra.
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There-
fore, the ob-
tained dhyana
is not a real
dhyana. For
example, when
you insist to
crossing two
legs and care
about physi-
cally motion-
less very much,
you would
even put up
with the itches.
Seemingly,
you do a great
job in dhyana.
Actually, you
need to deeply
be aware that
even you sit
like a statue;
you don’t get
the real dhyana
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if you still have
wild fancy in mind.

Therefore, we can find an intersection
point between Dhyana and Prajna. That is
the real dhyana must include the wisdom.
Now that, if someone asks: why don’t we
just practice the Prajna? Why should we
practice Dhyana? Yes! Prajna is the last
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and the highest paramita within the six-
paramitas. In other words, the goal of
practicing the previous five-paramitas is to
reach the last one ~ Prajna.

When the water of dhyana turns to
still, the pearl of heart appears. This sen-
tence describes the procedure of reaching
dhyana. When we increase the power of
dhyana, then, the pearl of wisdom would
shine upon naturally. The other five-
paramitas have the same ideal. When you
make the Dana (giving alms) becomes a
no-form Dana, you find the wisdom within
the Dana. When you keep the strict Sila
(obeying rules) as a spontaneous Sila, you
find the wisdom within the Sila. When
you practice Ksanti (enduring insults) but
completely forget what are honor and in-
sult, you find the wisdom within the Ksanti.
When you practice Virya (making efforts)
in a unified entity a self-forgetful condition,
you find the wisdom within the Virya.

When the six-paramitas become per-
fect, the wisdom must already be included
in it. Therefore, you can never miss the
Prajna. When we cultivate the Dhyana
deep enough, our mind would become
clearer day-by-day. One day, we would be
able to discover the reality of all dharmas ~
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Emptiness, and that is Prajna.

Therefore, Dhyana equals to Prajna.
The perfect dhyana must include the pra-
jna. The other five-paramitas must include
the prajna too. The perfect Dana, Sila,
Ksanti and Virya must include the Prajna.
Otherwise, it can be called the perfect.

The training of Dhyana, it is a dhar-
ma-door that needs to be deeply practiced
by all Buddhist. As soon as you have the
power of dhyana, your will would become
very strong and it can’t be easily move by
any worldly affairs. Then, you may have
a peace and quiet mind within the change-
able worlds of the three-realms. Finally,
you can remain calm and composed while
handing pressing affairs and discover the
ultimate truth ~ Prajna.

The world is changing. The three
realms are nothing but illusion. The birth,
the aging, the sickness and the death push
every living being. This is the era of dhar-
ma-ending and we will encounter more and
more natural and man-made calamities.
Moreover, the wars will threaten us. The
human is so ignorant. How can we under-
stand the Prajna? When we can love each
other as brothers and sisters.
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The more you realize the cruel and
ridiculous of the world, the more you need
the dhyana and prajna. Otherwise, even
you are very anxious and shout yourself
blue in the face; who can really listen to
you? Who is willing to do the right?

We don’t want Buddhism going
down. We don’t want to see people suf-
fering. In the darkness of the era, we need
Buddhism to light up a light for us. We
wish the living beings to obtain the Emp-
tiness as soon as possible. We wish the
peace coming to the world early and people
love each other as a family. Harmony and
peace would come.

I1l. Highlights

$&  The six-paramitas are the six guiding
principles of the Bodhisattva-path.
If you can do it completely, you can
attain the result of Buddha perfectly.
Nevertheless, when you work on the
six-paramitas, the quality and inten-
sion of the working are the most

important. You can’t work on it in a

dishonest manner.
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#<  What are the quality and intension
of Dhyana? That means you need
to make your mind leaving any wild
fancy. Then, you may enter into a
status of no distinguishing and keep it
for you for a long time. A real dhya-
na wants this status. You can never
look down on it.

$&  Therefore, Dhyana equals to Prajna.
The perfect dhyana must include the
prajna. The other five-paramitas must
include the prajna too. The perfect
Dana, Sila, Ksanti and Virya must in-
clude the Prajna. Otherwise, it can be

called the perfect.

IV. Essential of Wisdom
Outline of the Maha-Prajna-Sutra

Chapter twenty-six

Learning the Prajna-paramita (scroll 86-89)
Sudarsana Bodhisattva has profound wis-
dom. He explains intrinsic-dharma-nature
by extrinsic terminology.

Chapter twenty-seven

Asking for the Prajna-paramita (scroll 89-
98)

Asking for ways to practice the Prajna-
paramita from the instructions of a Maha-
Bodhisattva and take refuge with the Bud-
dha.
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Chapter twenty-eight

Praising the merits (scroll 89-98)

Stating that the Prajna-paramita that Bo-
dhisattvas practice is great and immense. It
can help us reach Supreme Right Enlighten-
ment.

Chapter twenty-nine

Putting the Prajna-paramita into practice
(scroll 98-103)

Stating that a Bodhisattva should do as the
Maha-Prajna-Sutra teaches and never give
up practicing it.

Chapter thirty

Comparing the merits (scroll 103-168)
Stating that the merits of the Prajna-
paramita are limitless. The merits of giving
offerings to Prajna-paramita sutras is more
unique and numerous than the merits of
giving offerings to Buddha’s relics.

Chapter thirty-one

Transferring the merits (scroll 168-172)
Stating that how should a Bodhisattva prac-
tice giving merits skillfully detachedly.

29
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Every year from June to September , the
season that lotus seed produces abundantly is
up, especially in White-River Town in Tainan
County. At the present time in Taiwan the lotus
planted, have about: da-han Lotus , jian Lotus,
shi Lotus, cai Lotus and so on. And each time
the produced lotus seed , its quantity and shape
is different also.

Lotus seed that fresh, big grain and thick
flavor is the best. In general, fresh lotus seed
boiled as long as ten minutes, then can be ed-
ible, and melted instantly when enter the mouse.
And dry lotus seed then is divided into sun-
baked dry and heat-baked dry two kinds. Sun-

baked dry lotus seed must use water to steep
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soft then can boil, then heat-baked lotus
seed can’t steep; and also until the lotus
seed is boiled soft, then can put the crys-
tal sugar, otherwise can not soft or mashy
through cooking for long time; In Taiwan

dry lotus seed that can been seen generally

in market , mostly belongs to heat-dried.

The lotus seed is very healthy food, its ef-
fect mainly has:
L.activate the liver cell.
2. cure the cirrhosis caused by hepatitis.
3.nourish the faces and beautify the fea-
tures.
4.cure the heart palpitates and insomnia.
5.repair the spleen and benefit the kidney.
Cooking the lotus seed can boil several
share of day at a time, and todays and in the fol-
lowing days put on refrigerating, the remaining
quantlty puts on freezing; Although the lotus
seed is very nutrient food, but also should not

N
'

eat every day. Generally to say, eating five (Y S ———————

,then take a rest for two days is the better edible
periods. And the cooking pot had better to use
a pot of glass-ceramic, then a pot of stainless
steel, should not use the aluminum and enamel
pot.

In addition, can also choose other food to

cook with lotus seed , for example: Lotus seed
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? Lily soup, not only can activate the liver cell,
but also can dredge the veins of lung, is also the
healthy and delicious saint article for keeping

the face!

"The lotus seed contains abundant starch, pro-
tein and various vitamins, flavor is sweet and
puckery, nature is mild, having the function that
repair the spleen and benefit the kidney, pure
the heart and restores the energy, and stop
diarrhea. According to the Chinese Compen-
dium of Materia Medica, lotus seed contains
the functions of” join kidney and heart, benefit
intestines and stomach, make the energy firm,
make the physique strong, repair the feeble
and lose, benefit the eyes and ear, rid of the
cold and wet”. Also can cure the palpitates and
insomnia, man’s nocturnal emission, women
mentruation is excessive, the white brings ex-
cessive, and the filtering symptom of the weak
of digestion.

? When choosing the lily, freshone is the best,
the next is refrigerant , finally is sun-baked.
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“Full of vim and vigor, intelligence is
nimble, skin is lustrous.” is the phenomenon of
youthhood; Whereas “body is tired, unconscious,
skin is rough.” is the symbol of decrepit.

For the sake of skin’s disease, many female
look for the article to beautify feature, or look for
the doctor’s diagnosis, but less turn the target in
own” constitution”. Nourishment scholar’s Zhu-
xiu-hui says:” often eat meat, <the acidity food>,
can make blood acidity. <blood is muddy>. And
eat green vegetables and fruit more, <the alkaline
food>, can make blood keep alkaline <blood is
pure>, and make person clear, energetic, enrich
in patience, intelligence is nimble, also can lon-
gevity. If animality food eats too much, would
make the acidity of blood over high, and the urea
and lactic acid in blood also will increase on
large scale, when it eject in the surface of skin,
particularly lactic acid <also a kind of acid>, and
then will erode the cell of skin surface gradually,
making the skin lose tension and elasticity, urg-
ing the skin become more and more rough, the
cell of skin surface been eroded by the acids or
toxin will change its color, and have the creation

of black spot and freckle. Thus it can be known *
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vegetable food” can keep the blood have an per-
fect condition, is the most effective and also basic
method to maintain the skin .

We see many executant who is vegetar-
ian , all have the age over sixty, the elders even
higher than sixty and seventy, look like the person
that within forty. For examples, former fifty-two
army’s commander “Chao-gong-wu” , his wife
Chao-lu-su-rong” , from childhood being vegetar-
ian and Buddhism, although lived in wealth and
social position, still insisted on vegetable food.
Because being a vegetarian and praying to Bud-
dha, her posture was on very pleasant terms. In
the years old of fifty-nine, she went to the United
States to look her son who studied abroad. When
the classmate of his son saw her, still mistook her
for his son’s fiancee! Chao madam believed in
Buddha pietily, knew this body, falsed match by
four elements, melted into nothingness in the end,
so never did anything for particular maintenance.
Her youthhood for ever, because believing Bud-
dha devoutly, clearly understanding the truth of
cause and effect, everything is according to con-
dition, spirit was happy, so did not feel old. And
being a vegetarian make the blood keep alkaline,
body clearing, energetic, also has great relation.
So the vegetable food is the most valid and inter-
nal saint article of “beautify the features”.

The vegetable food not only can nourish the
face and beautify the features, often protect the
youth, also can avoid heart disease and every kind
of blood vessel disease. From the viewpoint of
Buddhism, do not make the Karma of killing but
also can grow and keep the mercy. So vegetarian
is really fine! Do you move? Let everybody be-

come vegetarian together and more beautiful.
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Full moon and the reunion of fam-
ily

On the 15th day of the 8th month of the
lunar calendar, the moon is round and the Chi-
nese people mark their Moon (or Mid-autumn)
Festival. The round shape to a Chinese means
family reunion. Therefore the Moon Festival is
a national holiday for members of a family to
get together wherever it is possible, they would
enjoy the glorious full moon and eat moon cakes.
On that day sons and daughters will bring their
family members back to their parents’ house for
a reunion. Sometimes people who have already
settled overseas will come back to visit their par-

ents on that day.

Why called Mid-autumn

The term of Mid-autumn was seen first in
the ancient book, Chow-rites. Mid-autumn is
located in the middle of the three months of
autumn. Therefore, it also called Mid-August. A
common family would like to reunion their fam-
ily members at this full moon date. Therefore,
they named it as Reunion Festival. The activity
to enjoy the glorious full moon at the mid-Au-
gust was begun around Tang Dynasty. However,
it was called the Moon Festival about the Sung
Dynasty. People at that date would play under
the moon and drink wine. In ancient China, ev-
ery season have three months and named as
Meng, Zhong(Mid) and Ji. As the 15th day of
the 8th month of the lunar calendar is at the
middle of autumn, therefore, it is called Mid-

Autumn.

Fairy on the Moon ~ Chang Er

In Chinese fairy tales, Chang Er flew to
the Moon is the most famous one. There live on
the moon the fairy Chang Er, a woodcutter named
Wu Kang and a jade rabbit that is Chang Er’s
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The date of this story is around 2170 B.C.
The earth once had ten suns circling over it, each
took its turn to illuminate to the earth. But one
day all ten suns appeared together, scorching the
earth with their heat. A strong and tyrannical ar-
cher Hou Yi saved the earth. He succeeded in
shooting down nine of the suns. One day, Hou Yi
stole the elixir of life from a goddess. However
his beautiful wife Chang Er drank the elixir of
life in order to save the people from her husband’s
tyrannical rule. After drinking it, she found her-
self floating and flew to the moon. Hou Yi loved
his divinely beautiful wife so much; he didn’t
shoot down the moon.

Chang Er flew to the Moon on the 15th day
of the 8th month of the lunar calendar.
Thereafter, Hou Yi and the people from all over
the country would prepare some fruits to wor-
ship under the Moon to express their yearn to
Chang Er. To be handed down from generation
to generation, people record the 15th day of the
8th month of the lunar calendar as the Moon
Festival.

In fact, Chang Er was the daughter of the
Emperor Ku. She also named as Hai-Er. She
was a very pretty lady and was the wife of Hou
Yi who was a great archer under the Emperor
Yao. According a ancient Chinese book, Huai-
nan-zi, said: Hou Yi got the elixir of life from the
West-Queen. However, Chang Er stole the elixir
and drank it. Later, she became a fairy and flew
to the Moon. She was very lonesome in the Moon
Palace.

Chang Er flew to the Moon and lived in the
Moon Palace with cold and detached. Hou Y
missed her all the time. Her frame of mind and
sadly situation made a lot of scholars signed with
emotion. There was a poet in Tang Dynasty

named Lee Shang-yin wrote a poem, Chang Er,
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to describe her deep lonely and regret:

A candle shadow showed on the mica
shield,

The Milky Way walked away while the
stars went down,

Chang Er might regret to steal the elixir,

Her heart felt cold at the night of blue
sea and sky.

The poem meant that: there was a mica
shield sat at dark night and a candle shadow
painted the shield in dark color. The Milky Way
and the bright stars were all leaving her and that
made her felt a deep regret to steal the elixir of
life. Now, she was lonely living in the Moon
Palace. She felt sad and lonely at nights just as

the blue sea and sky in the darkness.

Man on the Moon ~ A woodcutter
Wu Kang

Wu Kang was a shiftless fellow who
changed apprenticeships all the time. One day
he decided that he wanted to be an immortal.
Wu Kang then went to live in the mountains
where he importuned an immortal to teach him.
First the immortal taught him about the herbs
used to cure sickness, but after three days his
characteristic restlessness returned and he
asked the immortal to teach him something else.
Therefore, the immortal teach him chess. But
after a short while Wu Kang’s enthusiasm came
again. Then Wu Kang was given the books of
immortality to study. Of course, Wu Kang be-
came bored within a few days, and asked if they
could travel to some new and exciting place.

Angered with Wu Kang’s impatience, the
master banished Wu Kang to the Moon Palace
telling him that he must cut down a huge cassia
tree before he could return to earth. Though Wu
Kang chopped day and night, the magical tree

restored itself with each blow, and thus he is up
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there chopping still.

Rabbit on the Moon ~ a jade rab-
bit

In this legend, three fairy sages trans-
formed themselves into pitiful old men and
begged for something to eat from a fox, a mon-
key and a rabbit. The fox and the monkey both
had food to give to the old men, but the rabbit,
empty-handed, offered his own flesh instead,
jumping into a blazing fire to cook himself. The
sages were so touched by the rabbit’s sacrifice
that they let him live in the Moon Palace where
he became the “Jade Rabbit.”

Moon Festival ~ Worship the
Moon

The origin of the custom about Moon Wor-
ship is not decided yet. In ancient, people wor-
ship the Sun on the 15th day of the 2nd month of
the lunar calendar in spring. Then, worship the
Moon on the 15th day of the 8th month of the
lunar calendar in autumn. Therefore, there was
a saying: Don’t be late in worship the Sun and
Moon. The Mid-spring and Mid-autumn are the
right times.

About in Wei and Jin Dynasties, people
started to enjoy seeing the Moon in the Mid-
autumn night. Until Tang Dynasty, there were
many refine scholars began to have funs in Mid-
autumn Festival. Why the Mid-autumn Festival
became more important? That is because there
was a tale about the Emperor of Tang Dynasty,
Tang-ming-huang, he once traveled the Moon
Palace. According the Tang Tales History:

Tang-ming-huang (Tang-xuan-zong) and a
couple of Taoist priests enjoyed seeing the Moon
on the Mid-autumn Festival. All of a sudden,
the Emperor decided to visit the Moon Palace,
therefore, the Emperor asked the priest to re-

sort to magic arts. Three of them flew to the
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Moon but couldn’t enter into the Palace because
of the guard forbidding. The Emperor looked
down on the earth and saw the Chang-an City
where the Emperor lived. At that moment, a
wonderful music sounded. The Emperor was
an expert in music, therefore, he silently remem-
ber the melody. He admired to the music and
said: the music was only belonging to the heaven,
and common men can hardly hear on the earth.
After the Emperor came back to his palace, he
tried to memorize to melody heard in Moon Pal-
ace and composed a song and a dance for it and
this is so-called Rainbow and Feather Clothes

with a wonderful Song.
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‘ In Ming Dynasty, people
éloved to worship the Moon.
iThe Emperor, Ming-shi-zong,
ever sent some officers to build
| the Moon Altar and that was the
i Moon Altar Park in the Bei-jing
| City at present. This place was
\an official location that the
|government worships the

—— Moon. For every three years,
the Emperor would go to the Altar to worship
the Deity of the Bright Night. The other two years
that the Emperor didn’t go, he would send some
officers on his behalf to worship the Moon.
Meanwhile, there would be many Moon Worship

Activities in the Palace where the Emperor lived.

Moon Deity ~ Happy birthday

The date of the Moon Festival is the birth-
day of the Moon Deity. She also named as the
Deity of the Bright Moon and the Deity of Lunar.
Lunar Deity is a Goddess and is the wife of the
Solar Deity. In China, people thought Chang Er
is the Lunar Deity because she is so beautiful,
kind and keeps every good characteristics of the

female. In Taiwan, there is no temple especially
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built for Lunar Deity but she can show herself in
the Solar Temple as his couple. There is a Solar
Temple in Taipei City around Nei-hu Area. On
the 15th day of the 8th month of the lunar
calendar, the believers would come to worship
the Lunar Deity. They offer flowers, fruits,
Moon cakes, burning joss sticks and golden
papers, as well as firing firecrackers to worship
the Lunar Deity. The whole family will stay to-
gether to enjoy seeing the full moon and eating
Moon cakes. This is so-called Bai-Yue (Moon

worshipping).

Earth Fairy ~ Happy birthday

The 15th day of the 8th month of the lunar
calendar is the birthday of the Lunar Deity as
well as the birthday of the Earth Fairy. Accord-
ing the Taiwan Governmental Records: In the
Mid-autumn, people were supposed to worship
the Earth Fairy of your district. This is an an-
cient ceremony just as the spring ceremony on
the 2nd day of the 2nd month of the lunar
calendar. In spring you make a wish and report
the result of the wish in autumn. In a typical
Earth Fairy Temple, people would play a drama
to respect the fairy. Farmers would place a
bamboo stick into the ground as the stick for the
Earth Fairy. On the stick, it would tie some
golden paper. If the Earth Fairy love it, the farm-

ers might have a golden harvest in the next year.

The Origin of Moon Cakes

The custom of eating Moon cakes began
in Tang Dynasty. According the Sees and Hears
of Luo-Zhong: Tang-xi-zong ate very delicious
Moon cakes at Moon Festival. The Emperor
heard those new governmental officers were
having a banquet in Qu-jiang, then, he asked the
imperial kitchen to prepare some Moon cakes
wrapped by red silk fabric to sent to the officers.
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This was the first record about the
Moon cake. In Sung Dynasty, there
were a couple of items of Moon cakes
such as Lotus leaves, Golden Flowers and
Hibiscus. The poet SuDong-po praised the Moon
cake as: Bite the cake just as bite the Moon, within
the Moon it was crisp and maltose. The crisp
actually is butter and the maltose is sugar.

During the Yuan Dynasty (A.D.1280-1368)
China was ruled by the Mongolian people. Lead-
ers from the preceding Sung Dynasty (A.D.960-
1280) were unhappy at submitting to foreign rule,
and set how to coordinate the rebellion. One of
the rebels, Chang Shi-cheng, knowing that the
Moon Festival was drawing near, ordered the
making of special cakes. Backed into each moon
cake was a message with the outline of the
attack. On the night of the Moon Festival, the
rebels successfully attacked and overthrew the
government. What followed was the establish-
ment of the Ming Dynasty (A.D. 1368-1644).
Today, moon cakes are eaten to commemorate
this legend.

There was another story about the Moon
cake. At the end of Yuan Dynasty, the people
lived in the Central Plains were unhappy at sub-
mitting to Mongolian rule; the patriotic began to
fight against Yuan. The military counselor, Liu
Bo-wen who worked under Zhu Hong-wu, he
play as a Taoist priest and traveled around
everywhere. He sold some Taoist magic fig-
ures and said to the people: there would be a
great natural disaster. If people wanted to es-
cape from the disaster, they must hang a flag of
the Sun and Moon. Before the Mid-autumn date,
the flag should hide in the Moon cakes. When
the Mid-autumn came, people cut the cakes and
brought out the flag and hang it outside. People
of Mongolian saw the flags and were surprised
by it. Zhu Hong-wu leaded a troop and beat the




hik~ BEE - RAMER

HEER (BEEEY) <B=>%
#: "TAHA+AHH > Bahwk o WE
R W2 BER > DLNRE, - EEW
HEREERTHMGATES - £iE
FRak M MY SEIE - Fad e A |
% FEREF S > LIS b A7 2 it B
A EERIE -

EPRGE R KE > BEEW
(EEIFE) <BL>L#HE - AA+H
BT LEFRERERER > B
FRshikEt > DIkE—F > ART
BMUXEZ  NKEETZE, - F
REVNHA+TR "HKE, » BIEREE =
GERNHEF - HHSBREZ R TH
TIRTCE R, AUEFREE 0 BT LA B EY
TP AEEEN ST - &
ARG~ BEHR - BRI & — > & on it
/g~ LS\~ BABN ~ FA B
=4 o 2R AR LU 18 B T 58
AW B HEBCED > KEER
HH EE -

A G E R B KRR S - Ji
HEt R EF MR P R F &
B o B H EFFTIZ A AT X DU 58y
YHR&RES - FHEGRERE "X

T o AEEEES 0 TIZKRT o BiFHE
B o BN BB AT K S AR

16 H S BP9 TAE -

thefxng - th2EGEAITHE
WER - FFEETRE/NAY &8
JE ko #E H A e & - 2R DAk

Mongolian and put the Yuan Dynasty in the end.
Afterward, the flag of the Sun and Moon was
called Ming flag.

In general, some sort of special food ac-
companies every Chinese holiday. On the Moon
Festival, people eat moon cakes, a kind of
cookie with fillings of sugar, fat, sesame,
walnut, the yoke of preserved eggs, or other
material. The moon cakes are showing improve-
ment every year. There are hundreds of variet-
ies of moon cakes on sale a month before the

arrival of the Moon Festival this year.

Moon Festival ~ the later, the
more beauty

According Taiwan’s folk tales, the later
you sleep at the Mid-autumn date, the longer
your life would be. If a young girl sleeps late on
the Mid-autumn date, her mother would become
longevity. The unmarried girl used to steal some
vegetables from the farmland at the Mid-autumn
night. If she makes it, she would be able to
marry a good husband in the future. There is a
saying: Steal a green onion would marry a good
man; steal a vegetable would marry a good

husband. This is an interest custom.

Moon Festival ~ Listen to a joss
stick, Foods and gifts

According the Taiwan General History
written by Lian Heng, rolls No.23: August the
15th, it is Mid-autumn. At late night of the date,
female should listen to a joss stick to practice
divination for the future. The way to listen to
the joss stick is that before a deity, burn a joss
stick. Ask what you want to ask. Then, go out
of the door and walk to the street with the joss
stick in your hand. One way or the other, you
will hear the instruction from the deity. After
that, you may go home.

Taiwan’s Mid-autumn Festival around the
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era of Han Dynasty, the Taiwan Government
Records, rolls No. 7 written by Gao Gong said
that: at August the 15th, the scholars drank and
watched the Moon. They made big wheat flour
cakes and named them as Moon cakes. Then,
wrote a red colored word, Yuan, to imply would
win the very best position in the national
examination. They plat the dice four times to
decide the winner. In ancient, August the 15th
is the Autumn-test. It is also the third examina-
tion of the county level. To win the Moon cakes
imply to win the best title of Zhuang-yuan in the
national test. Therefore, the Moon cakes had a
series of names corresponding with the test such
as Zhuang-yuan, Bang-yan and Tan-Hua, each of
them has one cake. Meanwhile, Hui-yuan has 4
cakes; Jin-shi has 8 cakes; Ju-ren has 16 cakes,
Xiu-cai has 32 cakes. Those who play the game
need to take turns and put 6 dices into a bowl.
The points of the dices would be used as the
criteria of winning.

Taiwan’s culture was adopted from the
Mainland China. Therefore, the major foods in
the Mid-autumn Festival are moon cakes and
seasonal fruits such as pomelo from Ma-dou
County. When worshipping the Moon, the tu-
ber-crops with rice-flour is also a good thing.
There is a saying: Eat tuber-crops with rice-
flour would make you find a good job. That is
because tuber-crops and Job in Chinese have
similar pronunciation, then, the ancestors would
bless and protect them to find a good job.

To give a gift to others is a popular custom
in Taiwan too. On August the 15th, many com-
mercial firms will
push for-
ward all
sorts of
gift boxes
and gift
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coupons. People will buy these things to give

their friends. Meanwhile, public and private
originations will want to reward their staffs and
workers with gifts or bonus. You may realize the
importance of the Moon Festival according the

above action.

Moon Festival ~ Poetries about
the Moon

First, let’s appreciate the poem of Su
Dong-po that wrote after a deep drank while on
the Mid-autumn date. Water tone of a song head:

Will full moon come again?

Drink wine and ask the sky.

[ don’t know in the heavenly palace

What date is today?

| want to ride the wind home.

But fear that the jade palace

Is located too high and too cold

| get up and dance with my shadow.

It seems that I'm not living worldly.

Turn around the red pavilion

Go through the lattices

I’'m awake

I have no hatred

Why should the Moon bear a grudge?
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' FEPME  EREBINN\R+AE (BEEL
BH-+—H) ° Also named the Mid-Autumn
Festival that is on the 15" day of the 8" lunar

month (2003/9/11)

Men may joy and sorrow; parting and
reunion

Moon may hide and bright; full and de-
ficient

We always face a difficult choice.

Wish we forever alive

Thousand miles apart but share the
same moonlight!

This poem wrote in the 9th years of Xi-
ming of the Emperor Sung Shen-zong (A.C.
1076) and on the Mid-autumn date. At that time,
Su Dong-po (shi) was the governor of Mi State
(Shan-dong Province). His younger brother Su
Zhe (Zi-you) was departed with for about 6 ~ 7
years.

When he wrote the poem, actually, he was
quite frustrated in political affairs. His official
career was in a setback. But he didn’t feel dispir-
ited or pessimistic. On the contrary, he took
things philosophically and eliminated the sad and
hardship. He still loved his daily life with
earnest. This is a wonderful poem for the Moon
Festival. Besides he thought about his family,
he expressed a great wish to all living beings as
well.

Next, let’s appreciate a poem of Lee Bai:

The bright moon light in front of my bed.

| doubt it was forest on the ground.

| raise head and watch the full Moon.

| lower head and miss my hometown.

This is the shortest, the easiest, and the
most famous poem in the history in Chinese
poetry. However, Lee Bai wrote it when he was
leading a wandering life. Only over 20 Chinese
words, it is easy to be understood, simple and
plain but expressed his tactful feelings. It means
a lot and is charming with art. Therefore, it was
wide spread by people from ancient to the
present. People in all ages will love it. Lee Bai

thought the Moon was his partner. He mailed

47



his feeling to the Moon. Under the rolling waves
of emotions, he wrote this poem and made it be
handed down for generations.

There is another winning universal praise
poem, Drink alone under Moon light:

A pot of wine in flowers, | drink alone,

| cheer to the Moon; it made three
shadows,

The Moon can’t drink; the shadow still
follows me,

| walk with Moon and shadow; enjoy
should be in spring,

| sing and Moon pace up and down; |
dance but random,

| woke up and laughed; | slept then
departed,

| accompanied Moon ever; met the
friend within clouds.

Then, let's see a poem from Lee Yu,
the Beautiful woman, Yu:

Spring flowers and autumn Moon

when to go?

Do you know the past?

The East wind blow the little building

| can’t bear to see the country | surren-
dered in Moonlight

The jade palace should still over

there?

But the good looking fade away

How can you so sorry?

Just like the spring water flew to the
east and never back.

Lee Yu was not as fortunate. After surren-
dering his kingdom to the Emperor of Sung, Li
was under house arrest in the capital. The beau-
tiful autumn moon can only bring him great grief.

Last, let’s see a poem from Chang Ji, the
Temple in Cold-mountain:

Moon was down; a crow cried; the for-
est cover the sky,

Maple by the river, the fish man’s fire,
they slept in sad,

The Temple of Cold-mountain in the
Gu-su City,

The sound of a bell at midnight came
to the boat of gests.

There are plenty of poems that mention
about the Moon in Chinese ancient poetries. You
may want to visit the web site China the Beauti-
ful at http://www.chinapage.com/Moon/moon-
poetry.html. They collect about 100 poems that

are Moon in the poems.
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The Moon in Buddhist

1. AHg
Moon Star

2. H i
Moon Wheel

3. HH i
Observe the Moon

4. H sl
Wheels of Sun and Moon

5. HRK¥
Moon Prince

6. HtEpE
Bodhisattva of Moonlight

7. HWEpg 1Ak
Ten Goods of Bodhisattva via Moon

8. HE I
Meditation of Moon Love

9. H&E =B
Meditation of Moon Lamp

10. HHiFE)e
Moonstone

11. H g
Moon Sutra

12. KH

" Water Moon

20 (L KEHH Foguang Buddhist Dictionary) £ (EEF #8148 L ##ERH Chinese Buddhist
Electronic Text Association, CBETAY at http://ccbs.ntu.edu.tw/cbeta/result/T02/T02n0121.htm
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Moon Star

The Sanskrit named Somah, one of the
seven stars or one of the nine stars. Also named
Tai-yin (lunar), moon star, moon fairy and moon-
heaven star. In Esoteric Buddhism, she belongs
to Vajra section that located outside of the Fe-
tus-concealed-realm mandala. Her physical
body has orange in color. Her left hand holds a
thing that has the shape of a half-moon and a
rabbit on the moon. Her right hand is in front of
the chest. Two feet are sitting with crossed
gesture. According Staying-stars sutra, those
who were born on the full moon date, he (she)
would be wise and beautiful; love to cultivate
the field of good fortune; like to give alms; show
filial obedience for the parents. The Notes of
the Great Sun, rolls No. 4 said: Moon is the
metaphor of Bodhi-path.

Moon Wheel

It is an alias of the Moon because a full
moon has a shape of a wheel. It is said that
above the Moon there is a palace built by silver
and blue colored glaze. Moon prince and his
wife and many heavenly beings live in the
palace. In Esoteric Buddhism it also called
Moon-heaven that is one of the twelve heavens
of guardians. Meanwhile, a Moon-wheel means
a full moon. It also means the perfect of wis-
dom and virtue. Therefore, it is the Buddha-
heart or the Bodhi-heart.

Observe the Moon

Observe and think your heart is the Moon
wheel and it also named Bodhi-heart observing,
or the observing of “A”. According the Sastra
of Bodhi-heart, a full moon is a perfect moon
and that is similar to the Bodhi-heart. Therefore,
think your own heart as the moon wheel and

observe the white colored moon. You may real-
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ize that the essence of your heart and mind are
peace and quiet just as the light of a full moon in
the empty sky and it shine all without any
difference.

If you are a beginner and don’t familiar to
this observing, you may draw a moon wheel just
as a white lotus with eight leaves (otherwise,
draw a moon on a lotus). Meanwhile, wrote a
golden “A” on the lotus. Then, you face the
picture and sit yourself on the floor with crossed
legs. Your hands are with a meditation seal.
You think your heart as a moon wheel. This
observing is a fundamental observing in the Eso-
teric Buddhism. Before you can observe a Bud-
dha or a written Sanskrit character, you need to
practice the moon wheel observing in the first

place.

Wheels of Sun and Moon

In Esoteric Buddhism, the Sun-wheel rep-
resents the principle of the Fetus-concealed-
realm while the moon-wheel is the wisdom of
this realm. Therefore, the Buddha wisely
teaches the Buddhist to practice the observing

of Sun-wheel or Moon-wheel in mind.

Moon Prince

The Sanskrit name of it is Candra. It also
named Moon-heaven, treasured-auspicious
prince. The Brahmanism made the moon as a
deity and called it Moon-heaven
that is one of the 12 heavens.
Dirghagama rolls 22 recoded: the
Moon prince lived in the Moon
palace. Thereis a great vehicle made
by blue colored glaze. The prince
and many heavenly beings would
stay on the vehicle and have funs
and merits. The prince can live as

long as 500 years and then success
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the vehicle to his off springs. The prince’s body

can emit one thousand lights. 500 lights would
be downward and another 500 lights would be
lighted around as a circle. Therefore, he has alias
as Thousand-lights and Cool-luminescence. In
Esoteric Buddhism, the Moon-heaven belongs to
the Heaven section that protects and guard Bud-
dha-dharma.

Bodhisattva of Moonlight

Moonlight also called Candra-prabha in
Sanskrit. She also called as Moon-clean
Bodhisattva, Universal-Moonlight Bodhisattva.
She and the Sunlight Bodhisattva (Suryaprabha
in Sanskrit) are two assistances of the Medicine
Buddha. According the Sutra of the Medicine
Buddha’s willings, the Moonlight and Sunlight
Bodhisattvas are the chairs of numerous
Bodhisattvas and they would become Buddha
right after the Medicine Buddha in the pure land.

Ten Goods of Bodhisattva via Moon
According the Sutra of

Sarvanivaranaviskambhin Bodhisattva Asking,
roll No.7, a Bodhisattva has no worldly relations.
The nature of him is perfect and bright. His wis-
dom would light up the universe. If any living
being devoted himself to the Bodhisattva, he
would be able to develop his Bodhi-heart and

accomplish the success of wisdom. Just as the
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Moon prince who has characteristics of no-
pollutant, round, bright, through, lighted all, lim-
itless merits. Therefore, there are 10 metaphors
about it:

I. When the Bodhisattva was born, all love
him. All living creatures would get rid of wor-
ries and has happiness. It is just as the early
moon that makes people cool and happy.

I1.When the Bodhisattva was born, all love
him. The Bodhisattva has clean and pure physi-
cal body. The out looking of him is wonderful,
therefore, people love to see him with joyous. It
is just as the early moon that is bright and round.
All love to see it.

[II.Good dharma would be increasing. In
the beginning, the Bodhisattva will practice all
good dharma with efforts. Day after day, the
good are increasing. Finally, it would become
perfect and the Bodhisattva would attain great
success. Itis just as the brightness of the moon
would increase from the 1* to the 15" day in
lunar calendar (white-part of moon). When the
15" comes, it is perfect.

[V.Evil dharma would be decreasing.
When the Bodhisattva has wisdom beyond the
world, all evil dharma would be decreased day
by day. Until all evil were eliminated
completely, the merits of Cut-virtue would be
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success. It is just as the black-part of moon
(the 16™ to 30" in the lunar calendar). The
brightness would be decrease day by day. Until
the 30", all turn into dark and disappear.

V. All would praise. When the Bodhisattva
was born, all heavenly beings, human and Asura
would praise him. Itis just as when the moon is
rising up, all in the world would look at it with
reverence, praise and admire.

VI.The essence and appearance are both
clean and pure. The Bodhisattva will practice
removed-dharma that is a no-pollutant, clean and
pure birth. A man and woman don’t give that
kind of birth. Itis just as the Moon prince who
has wonderful results from the previous existence.

VII.Take the best vehicle. The Bodhisattva
would have the best vehicle. He will preach the
great dharma for all beings and make them be-
comes enlightened and liberated from the three
realms of samsara. It is just as the Moon prince
take a clean and pure wheel who will bright the
whole world and make all leave the darkness and
see the brightness.

VIII.Be solemn always. The Bodhisattva
would practice many wonderful merits to be-
come self-solemn without any external
decorations. Itis just as the Moon prince who is
using clean and clear to do the self-solemn.
Without take a bath but keep clean and bright.
The
Bodhisattva plays in the dharma and has great

IX.Having funs in dharma.

funs. He would not be polluted by worldly
desires. It is just as the Moon prince who al-
ways has heavenly funs but without attached to
them.

The

Bodhisattva is completely free and would have

X.The great magic power.

great power. He would help all beings to get rid
of pollutants and darkness. It is just as the Moon

prince who is clean and perfect. He has great
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magic power, wonderful merit and virtues, and
he will light up the world with his lights.

Meditation of Moon Love

When Buddha is going to Nirvana, he cured
the King Ajatasatru by the samadhi (meditation)
power of moon-love just as the moonlight can get
rid of heat, greediness and worry for living beings.
When the moonlight goes from 1*to 15" day in
lunar calendar, the shape and lights of the moon
are increasing to the full and that just as the good
roots of a beginner started to grow by the samadhi
power. Finally, the Maha-nirvana would be
reached. The full moon is the king of all stars
and it would be loved by all beings and that just
as the samadhi play as the king of all goodness.
Alllove the taste of the samadhi and therefore, it

called the samadhi (meditation) of moon love.

Meditation of Moon Lamp

Buddha had been lived in the Mountain of
Grdhrakuta in the City of Rajagrha. Buddha ever
explained the samadhi of all-dharma-essence-
equality to the boy named Moonlight. Therefore,
this samadhi is named after the boy and called
Moon lamp samadhi.

Moonstone

It is the name of a treasure. Moonstone
also called candra-bhasa mani (a precious stone)
in Sanskrit. It also name as Moonlight mani,
Moon love mani and Moon genie. In one of the
forty hands of the Avalotikesvara Bodhisattva,
it holds a moonstone in the left side. The moon-
stone can cure the heat and poison for the
patients. Therefore, the hand is called a Moon-

genie hand or a Moon-mani hand.

'Moon Sutra
Translated from Sanskrit by the great Tripitaka-
carya, Shi-hu
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The gist of the Moon (Candropama) sutra
are:

Buddha use metaphors such as Moon,
a new monk and a person with a discerning
eye stand aside abyss

to instruct the pupils how to visit an
alms giver’s house.

Thus | heard, at that time, the most re-
spected one (Buddha) that lived in a bam-
boo hut named Jia-lan-tuo in the City of
Rajagrha with many monks. Buddha told
the monks that: Just as what you have seen,
the clear and bright ?moon is perfect. It trav-
els on the sky without any obstruct. Thus,
the monks are supposed to keep an awe-
inspiring bearing, clean and pure as an early
moon. You need to be humble and shame
in physic and mind. Never confused. Un-
der such a manner, you can visit the house
of an alms giver. Itis a pure act just as so.

Monks! Just as a person with a dis-
cerning eye, he knows everything about
deep waters, all dangerous places and high
mountains. He has no doubts and fears.
Monks! You are supposed to do the same
just as what | said today. When the *moon
travel the sky, it keeps peace, quiet and with-
out obstruct as a man who has a discerning
eye. Therefore, the man has no doubts and
fears in all conditions. There is a monk
named Kasyapa who keep an awe-inspir-
ing bearing, clean and pure as an early
moon. He is humble and shame in physic
and mind. He is never confused. Under
such a manner, he can visit the house of an
alms giver. Itis a pure act just as so.

Then, Buddha said: Monks! When you
visit an alms giver, what mood should you
have? What out looking should you have?
Monks replied: Buddha! We all devoted to
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you. Buddha has all dharma. Buddha has
clean and pure eye. We don’t know the
answer. Please explain to us and let we
understand.

Buddha said: Monks! Listen carefully.
Be good in mind. I'll explain for you now. If
a monk wants to visit an alms giver, he is
supposed to have a mind of no-attachment,
no-tied-up and no-cling-to. Then he keeps
all good rules and then enters into the house
of the alms giver. Although he may be of-
fered by all kinds of benefits, he would take
a suitable part according what he has done
in the business of merit and virtues. He also
keeps one thing in mind: he isn’t superior
and other man isn’t inferior; therefore, in
this mind and out looking, he stays in the
alms giver’s house.

Then, Buddha raised his hand and
touched the sky. He said to the monks: what
do you think, if the empty sky would attach to
anything? Tied up by anything? Clinged to
anything? The monks replied: No way. Bud-
dha said: you should have a mind of no-
attachment, no-tied-up and no-cling-to too.
Then, you can visit an alms giver’s house.

Then, Buddha raised his hand and
touched the sky again. He said to the
monks: Monks! what do you think, if the

empty sky would attach to anything? Tied
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up by anything? Clinged to anything? The
monks replied: No way. Buddha said to
Kasyapa: Monks should do the same that is
having a mind of no-attachment, no-tied-up
and no-cling-to; and then, visit the house of
an alms giver. Although you may be offered
by all kinds of benefits, you would take a
suitable part according what you have done
in the business of merit and virtues. Thus,
if anyone who can do as Kasyapa did, he
can visit an alms giver’'s house and to be
offered by the giver.

Then, the monks asked again: Buddha!
When a monk preaches the dharma for the
alms giver, what is pure or not pure? Please
explain for us.

Buddha replied: Monks!
carefully. Keep good in mind. I'll explain for

Listen

you now. If when a monk want to make a
man develop a faith and do all matters with
the faith, however, the man give the monk
clothes, foods and drinks, seats and beds,
medicines and so forth. If the monk at-
taches to those benefits, his dharma is not
pure.

If a monk fully understand what | said
and keep the right thought always, he get
rid of all pollutants just as get rid of mineral
dirty when refine the gold. He understands
the manner and proof the manner as such.
Just as Buddha did, this dharma can help a
man free from the birth, the aging, the
sickness, the death, the worries, the
sadness, the sufferings and the anger.
Thus, he explains the dharma to others.
After they also understand, they practice the
dharma as well. Within the long night of
ignorance, you may gain great benefits.
Therefore, you would introduce a great mind

of compassion. Thus, the Buddhism would



be kept in the world for long. Monks! If you
mind is so, when you preach dharma, it is
pure.

Moreover, monks you should know:
Kasyapa has a pure mind. He can preach
pure dharma. As itis pure, the dharma can
stay forever. Thus, you should learn from
Kasyapa. Meanwhile, monks! If you always
keep a pure mind and then preach dharma
for others, | would like to say that it is the
ultimate-pure-reality that can help the
dharma stay in the world for long. Buddha
finished the speech. All monks were very
happy and decided to believe and practice
the dharma.

(Agama, the new edition of Da-zheng-chang, Vol-
ume Il, No. 121)

Water Moon

Itis called udaka-candrain Sanskrit and also
called the moon in the water. The moon in the
water actually is the shadow in the water. There

is no moon in the water and that is used to anal-

ogy the no-self-nature dharma. An ordinal man
would attach to the “I” (ego) and “mine” in the
water of mind consciousness, therefore, he can’t
understand the reality of the world. According
the Great Wisdom Sastra, roll No.6, it said that
To realize all dharma are nothing but illusion,
flame, moon in the water,....., image in the mir-

ror and so forth.

' The Moon Sutra belongs to Agama and it has
many editions such as Sanskrit, Pali-bhasa and
Chinese at present and it is a seldom occasion.
Master Hui-min said, the moon implied attitudes
of careful, discreet, free from desires, humble and
shame.

2 Master Kui-ji said in his Notes about sastra of
Yogacarabhumi: the moon can cool people. When
you visit an alms giver’s house, it just as the moon
would cool the giver because you have the cool.

® Nirvana sutra said: the moon in the sky, from 1st

to 15th day in the lunar calendar, the moon grows.
The man of good knowledge would do the some
thing. He help people to decrease the evil dharma
and increase the good dharma in the same time.
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The Moon is the only natural satellite
of Earth:
Orbit: 384,400 km from Earth
Diameter: 3,476 km
Mass: 7.35e22 kg
Called Luna by the Romans,
' Selene and ? Artemis by the Greeks,
and many other names in other
mythologies.

"In Greece tales, she is a female deity of the
Moon. However, people seems don’t worship
her in Greece. Besides, she wins an impor-
tant position in witchcraft affairs.

% In Greece tales, she is the daughter of Zeus.
She and Apollo are twin brother and sister.
She is the deity of Moon and the Mother De-
ity in Asiatic. She is the Virginity deity of
Greece. She has a close relation with wild
animals. She is a protector of young and small.
As she is said to have a relation with hunting,
therefore, she brings a bow and arrow in
hands.
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The Moon in Astronomy Science
The Moon, of course, has been known since
prehistoric times. It is the second brightest ob-
ject in the sky after the Sun. As the Moon orbits
around the Earth once per month, the angle be-
tween the Earth, the Moon and the Sun changes;
we see this as the cycle of the Moon’s phases.
The time between successive new moons is 29.5
days (709 hours), slightly different from the
Moon’s orbital period (measured against the
stars) since the Earth moves a significant dis-
tance in its orbit around the Sun in that time.
The Soviet spacecraft Luna 2 first visited
the Moon in 1959. It is the only extraterrestrial
body to have been visited by humans. The first
landing was on July 20, 1969; the last was in
December 1972. The Moon is also the only body
from which samples have been returned to Earth.
The gravitational forces between the Earth
and the Moon cause some interesting effects. The
most obvious is the tides. The Moon’s gravita-
tional attraction is stronger on the side of the

Earth nearest to the Moon and weaker on the
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opposite side. Since the Earth, and particularly
the oceans, is not perfectly rigid it is stretched
out along the line toward the Moon. From our
perspective on the Earth’s surface we see two
small bulges, one in the direction of the Moon
and one directly opposite. The effect is much
stronger in the ocean water than in the solid crust
so the water bulges are higher. And because the
Earth rotates much faster than the Moon moves
in its orbit, the bulges move around the Earth
about once a day giving two high tides per day.
(This is a greatly simplified model; actual tides,
especially near the coasts, are much more
complicated.)

There are two primary types of terrain on
the Moon: the heavily cratered and very old high-
lands and the relatively smooth and younger
maria. The maria (which comprise about 16% of
the Moon’s surface) are huge impact craters that
were later flooded by molten lava. Most of the

surface is covered with regolith, a mixture of fine
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dust and rocky debris produced by meteor

impacts. For some unknown reason, the maria

are concentrated on the near side.

‘How the Full Moon Affect Human
Behavior

The extensive cycle research of the past
thirty years has proved otherwise. It has estab-
lished numerous links between regularly occur-
ring human behavior and external natural cycles
ranging from weather and solar radiation to phases
of the moon and planetary cycles. Here are some
dramatic examples about moon cycle.
MURDERTIDES

At the University of Miami, psychologist
Arnold Lieber and his colleagues decided to test
the old belief of full-moon “lunacy”. The re-
searchers collected data on homicide in Dade
County (Miami) over a period of 15 years — 1,
887 murders, to be exact. When they matched the
incidence of homicide with the phases of the
moon, they found, much to their surprise, that
the two rose and fell together, almost infallibly,
for the entire 15 years! As the full or the new
moon approached, the murder rate rose sharply;

it distinctly declined during the first and last
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quarters of the moon.

To find out whether this was just a statis-
tical fluke, the researchers repeated the experi-
ment using murder data from Cuyahoga County
in Ohio (Cleveland). Again, the statistics showed
that more murders do indeed occur at the full and
new moons.

An earlier report by the American Insti-
tute of Medical Climatology to the Philadelphia
Police Department entitled “The Effect of the
Full Moon on Human Behavior” found similar
results. That report showed that the full moon
marks a monthly peak in various kinds of psy-
chotically oriented crimes such as murder, arson,
dangerous driving, and kleptomania. People do
seem to get a little bit crazier about that time of
the month.

Dr. Lieber speculates that perhaps the hu-
man body, which, like the surface of the earth, is
composed of almost 80 percent water, experi-
ences some kind of “biological tides” that affect
the emotions. When a person is already on psy-
chologically shaky ground, such a biological tide
can push him or her over the edge.
SURGERY & MOON

Crimes and violence aren’t the only things
affected by the 29%2 day full moon cycle. In the
Journal of the Florida Medical Association, Dr.
Edson J. Andrews writes that in a study of 1,000
tonsillectomies, 82 percent of postoperative
bleeding crises occurred nearer the full than the
new moon. Clearly, the full moon is a dangerous
time for surgery, and the dissemination of this
knowledge should result in planning operations
for the new moon.

WOOD CUTTING & MOON

In tropical rain forest countries in South
America and Southeast Asia, where most of the
world’s hardwood comes from, tree-harvesting

contracts are linked to the phase of the moon.
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The trees are only cut down on a waning moon,
as near to the new moon as feasible. This is be-
cause on a waxing or full moon, the sap rises in
the trees and extensive sap bleeding attracts
hordes of deathwatch beetles, which will devas-
tate a crop. Awareness of this cycle means the
difference between making or losing millions of
dollars every year.
LUNARBABIES

Curtis Jackson, controller of Southern Cali-
fornia Methodist Hospital, reports that more
babies are conceived on the waxing moon than on
the waning. He quantified 11,025 births over a
period of six years and found that nearly 1,000
more children were conceived during the waxing
moon. More interesting are the results of Ger-
man researcher W. Buehler. In an analysis of 33,
000 births Dr. Buehler found that there was a
significant preponderance of male births during
the waxing moon. This knowledge, combined with
medical techniques known to affect fertility and

sex, may well help people in planning for their

children.
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Although in 1969, human stepped on the
Moon, meanwhile, they couldn’t find the traces

of Chang Er, Wu Kang and Jade Rabbit.
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: However, people still love the Moon Festi-
'v"";*‘zf‘ \ val no more or less. Moreover, there were

' many scholars to write some poems accord-
\ : / ing the lovely scenes of Moon and that makes

the Moon becomes more unforgettable.

However, a modern man may not

want to worship the Sun nor the Moon
because of the well-developed modern
science. However, please look into the
research results within the past 30 years,
jj the moon circle do affect human behavior
" in one way or the other. Moreover, it is

probably just a corner of a huge iceberg,




SCIENCE & BUDDHISM ABOUT MOON

Lunar| Negatives in |Positives in .
ga : Buddhism Folk Custom Zen Sect.
Day Science Science
May arrange|,, , . . i “Every day is a good
1 More murder surgery & cut mIz)/I:tlhtr)eya Birthday (2 Vegetarian Day day.
wood "“No work, no eat.
7 Less murder Exvery day is & good
day; No work, no eat.
' Vegetarian Day No.1
Sakyamuni became a
8 monk (2  month); Every day is a good
birthday (4" month), day; No work, no eat.
became a Buddha (12%
month)
; Every day is a good
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Moon Festival (8"|Every day is a good
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(8" month)
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. Every day is a good
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4. 2R3 http://www.innerself.com/Astrology/
full_moon.htm, by John Townley
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the lunar month, the moon becomes
waxing day by day; a Buddhist
may associate with
something in
thinking ~
those good
natures and

deeds were sup-
posed to increase. On

the other hand, from 16"
day to 30™ day of the lunar
month, the moon becomes waning day by day; a
Buddhist may associate with something in think-
ing ~ those bad natures and deeds were supposed
to decrease. These are very wise hints and treats.
It also fit in with the modern depth psychology
and the Buddhist mind-only theory. The seeds
of consciousness would be planted into the field
of mind in a very nice manner. Therefore, one
day, “a leopard never changes his spots” this
saying may not be always true.

According the Esoteric Buddhism, about
observing the moon, there is a white lotus with
eight leaves would sit on the heart. If you were a
man of peace and quiet, your heart lotus would
be cool as well as clean and white. We had better
keep the heart lotus that way always. Besides,
we may practice sitting into meditation and think
of the samadhi (meditation) of moon-love and
moon lamp very much. One day, you may do
just as the monk did in the Moon Sutra: No
superior, no inferior, no attachment, no tied-up
and no clinged; and then, benefit all living crea-

tures as many as possible in the real world.

4. Refertohttp:/Aww.innerself.com/Astrology/full_moon.
htm, by John Townley 1. Referto http:/www.innerself.
com/Astrology/full_moon.htm, by John Townley.

5 .Inthose good dates of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, if
you can be a vegetarian; worship Buddha; chant
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Buddha'’s name; free a captured animal; give alms;
build a bridge; pave a road and so forth, you will win
lots of meritand virtues than any regular day.

6 .Everydayisagoodday. ItisafamousteachinginZen

School. According the No.6 record in the Bi-yan-lu:
Yun-men asked that ifthere is no questions before the
15thdayinthe lunarmonth, then, after 15th, youneed
to say something. Next, he answered the question all
by himself “Every day is a good day”. That means:
don'tbe regret; Don't looking forward into the future.
One should live with every effort at present time only.
Therefore, Yun-men told his pupils that every day is
the best. People should keep the time always. Every
moment is a good moment to practice as a Buddhist.

7 Nowork, noeat. Thatmeansdon'twaste resources. Itis

a life standard establish by master Huai-hai in Tang
Dynasty. The master said it and practiced everyday
before he died. He never remiss this rule. One day,
when his pupils thought the master was very old and
must not do any works; therefore, they took the tools
away to preventthe master dothe daily job. The mas-
tersurelytookarestundersuchcircumstance, however,
he refused to eat anything at that day. Therefore,
therafter, people thought “No work, no eat”as a good
regulation to be followed.

8. Six Vegetarian days. There are six good days to eat

vegetable only such as 8th, 14th, 15th, 23rd, 29th, and
30th dayof the lunar month. Monks need to get to-
gether at some place inthese sixdays. They needto
review allthe Buddhist rules together. Aboutlaymen
and laywomen, they can practice the Eight-rules Cer-
emony within a full day. In ancient India, there is a
saying: within these six days, ghosts and evils would
attach human. Therefore, in these days, people are
supposed to take a bath and eat nothing all day long.
Buddhistfollowedthissayingandcustom, besides, they
thoughtthe four heavenly kings would come downthe
earthly world and inspect the deeds of human.
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The birthday of Dipamkara Buddha
The Lunar Calendar: August 22
The Sun Calendar: September 18 (Thursday)

The most famous Buddha in the
past

In Buddhism there is a term named Trayo-
dhvanah-buddhas that means all the Buddha in
the past, at present and in the future. The past
Buddhas include many Buddhas such as Kasyapa
Buddha but sometimes it refer particularly to Di-
pamkara Buddha (Ding-guang Tathagata) only.
The Buddha at present is Sakyamuni Buddha.
The Buddha in the future is Maitreya Buddha.

In the past Buddhas, Ding-guang Tathagata
is the most famous. Ding-guang is the leading
role in many sutras and sastras and they count the
number of Buddha before and after Ding-guang.
For example, in the upper volume of the Maha-
aparimitayus-sutra said: there were 33 Buddhas
would come after Ding-guang. In roll No.1 of the
Equality-enlightenment-sutra said: there were 38

Buddhas would come after Ding-guang.

The unique scenes when the
Buddha was born
The Sanskrit term Dipamkara that also

named as Burning-light Buddha, Universal-
light Buddha, Ding-guang Buddha, Stable-light
Tathagata and Lamplight Tathagata. These names
were given because all things around him were
lighted up when he was born. Therefore, people
called him Dipamkara. It was said that Sakya-

B L T
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muni Buddha once offered five lotuses to Dipam-
kara and this action made Dipamkara predict for
Sakyamuni: he will become a Buddha after 91
Kalpa of time (a very very long time). According
sutras and sastras, Dipamkara had many pupils
who become a Buddha or a Bodhisattva in the
later of time.

The upper volume of the Original Sutra of
Practicing Buddhist said: there was a king named
Deng-cheng in the country called Dipavai. Be-
fore the king died, he entrust the country to the
crown prince, Ding-guang. However, the prince
realized that the earthly world was changeable
and he gave the position of king to his younger
brother and made himself as a monk. Afterward,
the prince became a Buddha. There was a child
Brahmana met Ding-guang. The child by some
flowers and offered that to the Buddha. There-
fore, the Buddha predicted that the child would

QUEpNEINESS &) become a Buddha too in the future. This child
(Dipamkara in China)
Bl{% 2B The source is from http://www.4ui.com/

picture/Buddha/49.htm

was Sakyamuni.

The incredible causation be-
tween two Buddhas

H ARS8 EBaanRs - HoRg e According Anguttara-nikaya, roll No.13
e o EETREIAR R R g TH 3 ) T R it said: long time ago there was a king named
SR - T I B LA B Landlord. He divided his country into two parts
ks o AEMAS PR EAYEF 2 ~ SRR
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(Dipamkara sculpture in Afghanistan at the third ~ the fifth

century)
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and gave one part to his follower named Shan-
ming. The first lady of Shan-ming named Sun-
Moon-Light, she was having a baby. When the
baby was born, the whole country became golden
bright. The baby’s looking was great and it was
said that the looking had 32 good features. He
was named Lamplight. When he was 29 years
old, he became a monk. Only spent one day,
he became a Buddha at that night. Shan-ming
and the people visited Lamplight Tathagata right
away. Tathagata also came to Shan-ming’s palace
and explained the Dharma to the king. Actu-
ally, the Landlord was the previous existence of
Sakyamuni. Lamplight Tathagata was the son of
Shan-ming who under the king of Landlord. This
arrangement made the Landlord had the chance to
offer the Buddha.

Dharmagupta-vinaya roll No.31 said: Ding-
guang Tathagata
was the son of
Tiyanfupoti who
was an officer
of the king Win-
resentment. The
king offered the
Tathagata. One
day, there was
a monk named
Mi-que who pre-
sented flowers
to the Buddha
and took off his
coat to cover the
muddy road for |
the Buddha. Th
Buddha steppe
on the coat and

made a predic-
tion that Mi-que

would become a
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Buddha. According this, Mi-que was a previous

existence of Sakyamuni.

'An allusion about the saying of
present Buddha with borrowed
flowers

There was a tale about Buddha. Once, a

Brahman named Shan-hui who traveled to the
City of Lotus. He heard that the Lamplight Bud-
dha would come to the city to give a speech.
Shan-hui wished to present some flowers to the
Buddha. However, the king already bought all
the flowers in the city and offered to the Buddha.
Shan-hui couldn’t find any flower in the
city. Then, he met a young girl beside a water-
well. The girl had 7 flowers in her hand within
a bottle. Shan-hui sincerely asked the girl to
sell some flowers to him. The girl was touched
by Shan-hui and gave him 5 flowers. About the
other 2 flowers, the girl asked Shan-hui to offer
to the Buddha for her. Therefore, she could accu-
mulate some merit and virtues. Meanwhile, she
also asked Shan-hui to promise him one thing;
that is Shan-hui must marry her in the journey of
reincarnation before Shan-hui become a Buddha.
As Shan-hui wanted the flowers very much, he
agreed with her.
After Shan-hui presented the flowers to
Buddha, the Lamplight Buddha predicted that
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Shan-hui will become a Buddha after a long time
and called Sakyamuni. Actually, the girl who
gave flowers to Shan-hui, she was the previous
existence of the wife Yasodhara.

In Buddhist, flower is the most popular
thing that used as an offering to Buddha. Ac-
cording the Maha-vaipulya-Tathagata-incredible-
status-sutra, if you are sincere enough, you offer
flowers and fruits to Buddha. Then, the result is
that you will get great ease, happiness, merit and

virtues in the future. Finally, you will achieve the

ultimate enlightenment.

75



ong ArtDesign/Cheng

i
=
e
=z
o
=
(©]
=)
4
L
L
=
<




8. EJH

T 15 % W R 35 R SO H B I T 2
B EE (R S I 1 PR
BB A - AE R -
R e S A 3

BF o+ (RIEGET R 7

AT

REBEARER —
HBEHKTE

SRR e

RN -

S EE 53—

T

BB AM——
AEBB

X 4058

BRI -

S 7 A
EEEET——
EXT2ZEME

CERFE AL

v 52 8150 BI B B
BEESEAST

S T8 B 4T 1

e S 38 ¢

BE

2.Chinese Couplet

Yizhu walks back and forth under the big long
Chinese couplets. He appreciates them and looks
at them again and again because of the large dif-
ference between the couplets of the two sides.
Monk Wuxiang goes near him and asks:

“Child, what keeps you here?”

Yizhu says,

“I like this couplet.

Work for the welfare of the world but for one-
self

Make a profit for the world but for oneself”
Monk Wuxiang is listening.

Yizhu walks to the other side and says,
“Nevertheless,

I say this one tells human nature.




Live for oneself

Is a matter of course”

Monk Wuxiang is listening.

Yizhu walks back and says,

“This one is very good.

Worry before the world worry

Enjoy after the world has enjoyed

After reciting it, I become broad-minded and
noble-minded.

It is good to feel this way.”

Yizhu walks to the other side again and says,
“But,

Having no regrets although my clothes has

KEHERTIE
BRIBEANMEE

#ERKER/NENE

become large to me
For him, I peaked and pined

talks about the love between man and woman;

BESHLEYAOHR itis indeed a little bewitching.”
TR ~ IR - Monk Wuxiang is following him and listening.
AT A B ARG Yizhu walks back and says,

BE —EEERARSARET —— “However, this one touch me most.
RBITEREES Pass down the matchless learning for the past
BEHEXF saints

RERE Create a peaceful world for all ages
BiEECasA@T

While I am reciting,

EEREHERACT

’ i I feel I am so tall and big!
BT SGEE 5%

I like this way I am the most.”

BEEXTH# Once more, Yizhu walks to the other side and
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says,

“Be at the helm of the world while being
awake

Lie on the legs of a beauty while being drunk”
Yizhu takes a look at monk Wuxiang and says,
“Well, this one shows some aggressiveness and
romance of a fierce and ambitious man.”
Monk Wuxiang eyes Yizhu and ponders.

Then, Yizhu also looks at monk Wuxiang and says,
“Don’t worry!

Although sometimes I indulged myself in bad
ways and seesawed between darkness and
brightness,

but most of time,

I am a modest, self-disciplined gentleman!”
Monk Wuxiang finally says something,

“My first line is ‘I have nothing to do and
that is true’.

My second line is ‘You are asking for trouble;
yes, it is you’.”

Yizhu asks in a surprised look,

“What?”

After saying those words, Monk Wuxiang then
wags his head as he walks away in a slow pace.
The two little monks, who chance to be coming
in when Monk Wuxiang says his couplet, burst
their sides with laughing. They talk and laugh,
and follow after monk Wuxiang to leave. Yizhu
watches them go. He looks at the couplet in the
left and then looks at the couplet in the right.
He shrugs his shoulders.

9.Your Heart Is Stirring

The wind is moving the streamer.

Yizhu says,

“Look! The streamer is moving.”
Heqing says,

“No! Itis the wind which is blowing.”
Yizhu says,



“No! Itis the streamer which is moving.”
Heqing says,

“No! Itis the wind which is blowing.”
Yizhu says,

“Please have some common sense.

How could it be possible that the wind is
blowing?

It is the streamer which is moving.”

Heqing says,

“Please use your brains.

If the wind is not blowing, how could the

streamer be moving?”

“Therefore, it is the wind which is blowing.”

MREATE  EEREEE ?

Yizhu says,
R L2 [ 72 B “In short, I say it is the streamer which is
&N moving.”
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calmly,

“In short,

in my view,

it is neither the wind is blowing
nor the streamer is moving,

it is your hearts which are stirring.”

Like professional storytellers, the two bookish
persons recite,

“The wind is blowing.

The streamer is moving.

No! No! No!

It is not the wind which is blowing.

It is not the streamer which is moving.

It is your hearts which are stirring.

It is not the wind which is blowing.
It is not the streamer which is moving.

It is your hearts which are stirring.”

The crowd behind the bookish persons also
dance and recite,

“It is not the wind which is blowing.

It is not the streamer which is moving.

It is your hearts which are stirring.

It is not the wind which is blowing.
It is not the streamer which is moving.

It is your hearts which are stirring.”
10. Eternity

The woman says,

“I yearn for an eternal lover!”

The man says,

“I yearn for eternal truths!”

The woman chants,

“Is there any kind of love that would never
change?”

The man chants,
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“Is there any kind of truth
that would never change?”
The woman chants,

“Is there any lover could
solace the loneliness of a
ladyj}s heart?”

The man chants,

“Is there any answer could
comfort the sorrow of a
soul?”

The woman chants,

“My heart is filled with
the sorrow of parting at
sunset

Whipping the horse along the far of east
Fallen red flowers are not heartless things
They transform into spring mud and cherish
the others more”

The man chants,
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“Looking for the spring all day long and yet
not see any sign.

On the mountain peak among the clouds, my
straw sandals were worn out.

When I returned, I happened to see the plum
blossoms falling.

And then, I was just knowing that spring had
already came.”

The woman chants,

“Things of the world change and change, and
I seek and seek.

In my eyes of my lover,

I see beauty,

I see eternity.”

The man chants,

“The road is long and I walk slow.

On the branch of the spring,

I see beauty,

I see eternity.”

There sounds a female voice from the distance,

she seems to be sighing,
“Ah! Eternity!”
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Religious leaders to tackle HIV/
AIDS in Bangkok (August 29,

2003)
[Thailand News]A seminar in Bangkok starting

Monday (August 25) brings about 60 monks and
government officials from five Asian countries to
review the Buddhist remarkable response to tack-
ling the HIV/AIDS crisis ravaging parts of Asia.

A five-day seminar sponsored by the United
Nations Children’s Fund, UNICEF, with the sup-
port of the governments of Cambodia, China,
Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. UNICEF Re-
gional Advisor on HIV/AIDS, Robert Bennoun
said that the above five governments had sensed
that religious leaders had a great deal to contrib-
ute to a national AIDS effort. Buddhist ideals of
moderation, self-discipline and compassion are
also central to effective HIV prevention and help
to create caring environments for people with
HIV/AIDS.

UNICEF indicated that many religious
communities are participating in the fight against
HIV/AIDS. At this point, all sectors of society
and government need to get involved if this rapid

spread of the virus is to be contained. It is about
fifteen percent of HIV/AIDS victims in Asia.
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Specialist forecast Asia will be the centre of HIV/
AIDS if no precaution is taken.

Vietnamese Boat People return
Palau Bidong to hold a ceremony
for deceased persons since mi-
grated to Australia for twelve
years

[Malaysia News]Twelve years’ yearning and

expectation, 36 Vietnamese boatpeople with 10
Buddhist Masters finally returned Palau Bidong
on Wednesday (August 27), the last day in July
of lunar calendar, to have a ceremony to release
souls from purgatory for the forerunners who
were dead unfortunately. A twelve-year wish fi-
nally comes true.

36 Vietnamese boat people with Austra-
lian right of abode were leaded to their half-way
house Palau Bidong by Master Fu-Jin, the abbot
of GuangMing Buddhist temple in Melbourne last
Wednesday. They held a Buddhist ceremony for
the dead on Palau Bidong by the last day of July
of the lunar calendar, the birthday of Ksitigarbha
Bodhisattva.

This is the first scheduled trip to Palau Bi-
dong since the last of these boat people left the
island to reside in the third country in 1991. It is
also the first time the Vietnamese boat people to
hold a Buddhist ceremony to the dead on the is-
land.

This meaningful Buddhist ceremony was
held at the unique Buddhist Pagoda, Compassion
Temple, on the island. Under a sweep of those
boat people, this ruined temple became clean and
pleasant.

Master Fu-Jin said they were eager to return
this island every July of lunar calendar to pray
for blessings for the people who had died before
they had chance to go to the third county since
they had left. They couldn’t make the trip succeed

under various causes till now. This time, they suc-
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ceed to call 36 former Vietnamese boat people

under the medium assistance of Melbourne. They
set sail in a short time and arrived at Terengganu
on Tuesday (August 26). Next morning, they fi-
nally returned their yearning Palau Bidong.

Master Fu-Jin also said Palau Bidong is the
second country to these Vietnamese boat people.
They are grateful to the Malaysian Government
who is willing to give them a refuge.

As a Buddhist, he would like to make a
Buddhist ceremony to the dead on the island.
They are glad to come back under some helping
hands.
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Ataya Tribe Chiu-mei Ko spread
“Classical Buddhist Dance”
[Taiwan News]Ataya Tribe Chiu-mei Ko had

studied diligently with a quiet mind in classical
Buddhist dance for ten years and founded Classi-
cal Buddhist Dance Company. Rely on retirement
pay, she and her troupe perform all over Taiwan
to train up seed troops. She said her best wish is
to make this healthy and mind-purified dance as a
civil exercise.
Chiu-mei Ko, fifty-five years old, was once
a teacher in elementary school. She is proficient
in folk dance. She is often invited to have perfor-
mance in USA, Europe and Southeast Asia for
her professional dancing skill and her aborigine
descent
Chiu-mei Ko said “Classical Buddhist
Dance” was created from Buddhist sutra. She in-
terprets sutras’ spirit and thoughtfulness through
body language. She produced such dance which
combined body, mind and spirit to experience
the happiness of peace, kindness, reliance, and
wisdom. Regardless of religion, age, sex, you can
dance well if wanted even without dancing base.
Chiu-mei Ko founded “Classical Buddhist
Dance Company” five years ago to train up seed
troops. The
s average age of
her students is
forty-five years
old. There are
also teenagers,
but all of them
are not profes-
L% “"r. ;- &&4} sional dancers.
e ¢ ; .* — | By diligently
3 ) ; practicing, they
i become her

members to

publicize the
choreography.
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Chiu-mei Ko said all the expenses of per-
formances are almost paid by her pension. Some
temples will make some donation to encourage
her to spread ‘Classical Buddhist Dance’, but
the incomes are still very limited. Although it is
hard, but the saddest thing is many artists classify
classical Buddhist dance as religious dance and
negate its artistry.

The first Buddhist university “Ji-
anzhen University” built at Yang-
zhou (September 4, 2003)

[China News]This November 1 is the 1,250th

Anniversary of Chinese Monk Jianzhen's Journey
to Japan. When the time comes, the first nation-
wide Buddhist University, Jianzhen University,
will begin construction at Yangzhou, Jiangsu
(China).

Jianzhen University will be the first Bud-
dhist University, an university to cultivate senior
Buddhist researchers and managements, which is
approved by Chinese Buddhism Association this
March. A foundation ceremony will be held at the
1,250th Anniversary commemoration of Chinese
Monk Jianzhen's Journey to Japan.

The university will be built at the northern
part of Daming Monastery, the location of the
Memorial Hall of Monk Jianzhen. It takes about

300 acreages. The university has Daming Mon-
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astery to the south, the ShuGang scenic spot to
the east, Pingshan North Road to the north, Yang-
ziRiver North Road to the west. The buildings of
the university will be Tang architectural style to
unify with the Shugang scenic spot. The educa-
tional system of the university is four years. Next

year will first enroll 1250 students.

Dalai Lama will give the third
public talk for New York in Cen-
tral Park (September 5, 2003)

[America News|His Holiness the Dalai Lama

will give a free public talk for New York in Cen-
tral Park, East Meadow on Sunday, September 21.
This is the third time that Dalai Lama give a free
public talk in Central Park. His last appearance in
Central Park was about four years ago.

The Dalai Lama’s five-day trip to New York
September 17-21 is almost the reprint of last New
York visit. The sponsors are also The Tibet Center
and The Initiatives Foundation, founded by Rich-
ard Gere. Four days of teachings are also at the
Beacon Theatre and will meet with the media one
day only. There is also very limited media access
inside the theatre.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate and religious and secular leader,
will give a four day teaching at the Beacon The-
atre, 2124 Broadway at 74th Street, Wednesday,
September 17--- Saturday September 20. There
are various price of Tickets for the Beacon The-
atre teachings(www.Dalailamanyc.org). Base
on last experience, tickets could be completely
sold in couple days. Entitled "Training the Mind,
Opening the Heart - 2003," the teachings are
based on two classic Buddhist texts. He will give
an explanation of Geshe Chekawa's Seven Point
Mind Training as well as Jamyang Shepa's Root
Verses on Indian Philosophies. His Holiness will

speak on how to transform habitual selfish tenden-
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cies into compassion, selfless love, and wisdom,
through practical methods applied in meditation
as well as in daily life.

"A Public Talk for New York - 2003" will
be held in Central Park in the East Meadow (97th
Street and Fifth Avenue) at noon on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21. This is the third time the Dalai Lama
gives a public talk in Central Park since 1991.
The first public talk of the Dalai Lama in Central
Park attracted over 5,000 audiences. At his last
appearance in Central Park in 1999, His Holiness
spoke before an audience conservatively estimat-
ed to be as many as 40,000 people.

A benefit concert dedicated to the theme
of peace and reconciliation will be held at Avery
Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center at that night, at 7:00
PM. Richard Gere, a disciple of the Dalai Lama,
will host the concert, and the composer Philip

Glass is in charge of music for the concert.
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Note on the love for the lotus Wherever there are lotuses, there are joys
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Taiwan News

A folk song restaurant named Wooden
Boat shut off its business at the daybreak on
the day before yesterday. When at the high
tide of Wooden Boat, it had 14 chain stores.
However, the last Wooden Boat was tore down

yesterday.

Wooden Boat was almost the Pronoun
of Taiwan’s folk song. About 20 years ago,
there were a series of folk song singers such
as Lee Zong-cheng, Yan Zheng-yang, Chow
Hua-jian, Chow Zhi-ping, Qu You-liang, Chang
Yu-sheng, Pan Mei-chen. They were singers

on the stage of Wooden Boat.

Wooden Boat created a fashion of folk
song in Taiwan. After 1993, folk song restau-
rants were quite prosperous. At present, the
guests came in Sunday and holidays were
much less that before. When the front gate of

Wooden Boat was closing down slowly, a

dream was down too in reality. When the good
old day would be back?
[2003/09/03 UNITED DAILY NEWS]
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Decode

Those who were born around 1960 or
1970 would be familiar with the Wooden Boat
Restaurant very much. The songs at that era
were young, nice and sweet. However, the
time and tide overwhelmed it all. That meant
the youth hood was game over and we had to
face the push of growth and the unavoidable

withered.

However, people were born around 1980
or 1990, what kind of environment they need
to face? When they become 30 or 40 years of
age, there surely would have many new tides
come and that will wash them away from the
stage. At that time, what should they do?

Maybe we needn’t worry anything for
them and that is because every generation

would have its own unique problem.

Buddhist View

The worldly matters must go through the
birth, the living, the changing and the death.
The whole world must go through the
establishing, the staying, the breaking and the

emptiness.

This is destiny of time and tide. This is
the rule of the world. The ending of Wooden
Boat represented the ending of some
generations. This is the best example of

causation.

Although we can keep nothing, however,
we still should live our lives with earnest,

passion, self-improved and selfless-love within

the passing time. Make it a worthwhile life.
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Asia News

According AFP news in Washington D.C., a
Mainland China senior officer criticize that the
nucleus crisis in the North Korea was uplifted
by the hard style of USA. Therefore, the satu-
ration couldn’t be improved. However, USA
seemed insist on her policy. Meanwhile they
were not willing to answer back the hostile

warning from the North Korea.

In the meantime, the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the South Korea, Yin Yong-kuan went
to Washington D.C to give a visit. He would
interview some American senior officers to

discuss the next step to take care of the crisis.

[2003/09/03 CNA]
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Decode

The crisis on the Korea Peninsula is the
most serious problem in the East Asia. It
could cause a regional wars or even the Third

World War. This is a blasting fuse of wars.

In fact, nobody should count on military
force, however, a rude attitude is not right
either. When the Single Pole Doctrine fight
with the Evil Axle, the whole human society

couldn’t sleep well nor eat well.

It is not too bad. There are 6 related coun-
tries willing to sit down and talk about the
crisis and that is better than the scruple, the
mistrust, the shouting and the confronting
with each other in different countries. No
matter what is the solution after the
discussion, it would be much better and

smarter than to go to war.
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Buddhist View

Killing-karma, Killing-karma, Killing-
karma! There is no other reasonable answer
for the most ignorant and unpredictable Wars
but the Killing-karma is the best guess in all.
If we do think with our logical mind instead of
with our knees, we would disdain the Wars one-

way or the other.

If we do have wisdom and courage, we
should use them to conquer our inner
ignorance, greedy, anger and stupidity instead

of trying to conquer other living beings.

If the vegetarian people could increase up
to over 50% of the global population, than, we
would have a safer and more peace world. The
threatening from wars could be reduced. All

could live with peace.

European News

Reuters news from Brazil said: there was
an investigation showed that the female in Bra-
zil care more about the out looking more than
female in other countries. There are almost
half populations of female love to make a plas-

tic operation to mountain their beauty.

90% of Brazil female thought beauty prod-
ucts are necessity instead of a luxury.
However, only 77% of the world’s female have
that kind of thinking. In Brazil’s job-market,
the ratio of female workers is still low but
beauty making is a major manner of them to

compete with others.

The population of Brazil is 175 millions.
Make-up and dress-up are nationwide leisure
activities. The cost of plastic surgical opera-
tion in Brazil is the highest in the whole world.

[2003/09/03 UNITED DAILY NEWS]
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Buddhist View

The feminism would make a loud appeal to
that matter and crying for enlightenment.
However, could we describe and analyses this
phenomenon by the confliction of idealism and
practical benefits? Otherwise, could we solve
the problem by the social environment mold-

ing and education?

No matter how, it is a difficult mission. This
phenomenon response some human nature that
is a low instinct of a living creature converts
into a human social behavior. Those who win
the vested interests (the controller) would use
this occasion to exploit the female and intro-
duce an unequal treatment to female.
However, if the disadvantage minority would
submit to the controller in order to get inter-
ests from them, then, the inequality would keep

going and going.

It is a shame, a higher thought or realization

seems can’t block the power of a lower instinct.

It is easy to understand a thing but difficult
to do it and that is why the world’s progress is

in a very low rate.

Buddhist View

The saturation of female in this earthly world
is not as easy as man. It is the same in the
East and the West. Therefore, in the pure lands
of Buddha, there are so many wishes and swell-
ing such as Turn a female into a male and never
become a female. Confirm with the above
news, we would like to admire the Buddhist
sutras that have a refined and detail observa-

tion into the world and human nature.

103



104

40 {7 BE T Tu ¥ R A P o B O
M F GRS ? ST —HA
MEE AR EEEKRE—-FRE
AN B—FRLAN > MRZT NBHR
4 0 HRE > 5B ANKT 504 R B
& o

BH ST IENE ANER
TANEN » TANEERRB ANWE
o BAATTETEBESESNG ! B
HEMERHE - LBFE - —YHH
MR-

2HES

CHbERVJEET 722, ) S H il 3
KREPHBTFHEITH—EFFEIE L
1980 FRIZ5 2/ T H AR IR BB 1Y F
H#H

S B8 PR 2 1 1) K B 4 T M B
KRBT E R BEE RS REREA
Vot ~ THPI A R H AR SR E R
M EH R E T A B R -

EIREE & B - AJEE KRB
B TTRERR /N - AR i R R E Al
B SRR B 5 -

MRLBHER AR - R EW T2k
AEFERER 7 31 AT RE L 4 ROB IR EE
{EL S 5 7 B S 2 e H AR 5 i@k
FIR - WMEKIREED A ERKEES
BE o 38 F55E T AR A 3 B I T
.

[2003/09/03 B:&H)

However, how can we help the female to
liberate from the suffering? This is the duty
of all because half men and half women make
the world. If the female were suffering, then,

the male would be suffering too.

Moreover, don’t forget, all men are born by
women. Her business is his business. Men
don’t put men out of the matter. We wish the
Buddhism would be promoted. The equality
of women and men would come. All living

beings leave the sufferings and get happiness.

The World News

The Geophysics Research Journal printed a
report and said that some scholars from En-
gland and the North American joined their stud-
ies and found a phenomenon ~ the warmest
time period in the past two thousands is year
1980 to 2000.

An England professor, Jones, and an Ameri-
can professor, Manen found that the human
activities do influence the climate according

records of ice, plants and some other matters.

However, some doubters said the human
activities have very little influence on the cli-
mate although they couldn’t explain why the

global became warmer.

These two scientists said that part of the
North Global probably warmer before than
today, however, the average temperature of
the before is lower than that of the present. In
the past 20 years, the temperature of the Glo-
bal was raised up 0.2 degree centigrade and
this scale would need 100 years to come up in

the past.

[2003/09/03 UNITED DAILY NEWS]
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Decode

A country still refuses to sign the KYOTO
PROTOCAL and to restrict the CO2 emission
volume in the industrial countries. Meanwhile,
there are many scientific evidences proof that
the human activities are increasingly damag-
ing the global environment. A country uses
the most amount natural resources than other
country and meanwhile has the largest emis-
sion of CO2 within all countries. Just a joke ~
A country is eating, however, others need to

pay for it.

Moreover, A country has some specialists
said: other countries’ research results were
wrong and it was nothing but bluffing.
Therefore, they refused to sign the KYOTO
PROTOCAL. Wasn’tthat to call a stag a horse?

If there were a frog step its foot into boiling
water, it would pull out the foot and run away
atonce. However, if you keep a frog in a nice
cold water within a big pot and then heat up
the water gradually, probably, the frog would
be well cooked and lost its life. Maybe, it is
portraiture of the global.
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Buddhist View

The signs of three small calamities are vivid
now: Wars, New epidemic disease, and famine.
Then, the signs of three big calamities also
come such as global warming and extremely
climate: the summer is hotter; the winter is
colder; the mean sea level is raising; the hurri-

canes become more danger and so forth.

To save the world and slow down the dam-
aging we need more than KYOTO PROTOCAL.
We also need the human to become enlight-
ened and a good-intention education.

Therefore, we can really improve the situation.

All the four elements are suffer and empty.
All five gatherings are no-existence. The
motherland is brittle. These are well-known
saying in the Sutra of the Eight Enlightenments.
All owns the world. Although it is suffer-and-
empty, we should try our best to make it less
suffer-and-empty. Although it is no-existence,
we should make the existence becomes less
evil. Although it is brittle, we should take our
best shoot ~ to create a pure land in the world

and to accomplish all the missions of goodness!




FiFEZ2E The Voice of Peace

Steps Toward the Inner

AFHEEE
Peace Pilgrim
(1908-1981)
Bty AT RT S 5 B2 o2 ik
EHI1953FE1H1H
IR 1981 7 H 7 H
GBI HITT 5 L R
HEBEL 7R - HELZRLIR -
On her pilgrimage from
January 1, 1953 till July 7, 1981
“This is the way of peace: overcome evil with good,

108 and falsehood with truth, and hatred with love.”

N Article/Free &= Translator/Sky 4R Art Design/Cheng



MRy EE
A ] DUKs — 2B i K5 ] &8 = (R 4

o BRI A B AR - K8
—LEEEN RN RR AR SRR MBS ~ — B
MGG ~ — A RV ~ BB RKE
HERLE - BEIRSEXEEEE - &
EEM K i~ LR
P NE YRR ~ — SR IIETF -
A — AR A] DL 2R EEER R A9
BITREAZHI > EHERERZE
ENTE &R Rt KA AT FF 2 AR
BERREEN - I - RHyERKF
TTMBAE NSRS ~ ATLL - GEHERESY

MRARFZ A - MR EEREN
g - ARFEL TAIA > HEKE
O W EAE AR KIS T2
- A A S 45 I o AR AP
ARERWER - EHE L
A BEEIRGFEN N ERE T E
o

EHRTRLE LI E R BIAAMT - -
e ¢ om0 PR A R A A BE Y
Bl SEERYAE R - 3 KB g ml A
RE I 26 A D 1 A B R - SR P A
BAYEBIIH —REHE > IR EH G
AR —EREE > WL
F - S RIREC L —E& B
oo RR O I K EHE -

8 A T RE R I R i o A

o RECA TEARER ~ KEd
PR EEIR O E A sEnE i - 558

FrERE - famef 2 NE > &

i
>‘EL

hay

i

H

*EF%

33
E]

PEACE THOUGHTS

We can all spend our lives going about
doing good. Every time you meet a person, think
of some encouraging thing to say - a kind word,
a helpful suggestion, an expression of
admiration. Every time you come into a
situation, think of some good thing to bring - a
thoughtful gift, a considerate attitude, a helping
hand.

There is a criterion by which you can
judge whether the thoughts you are thinking and
the things you are doing are right for you. That
criterion is, Have they brought you inner peace?
If they have not, there is something wrong with
them - so keep trying.

If you love people enough, they will re-
spond lovingly. If T offend people, I blame
myself, for I know that if my conduct had been
correct, they would not have been offended,
even though they did not agree with me. “Be-
fore the tongue can speak, it must have lost the
power to wound.”

To those who feel depressed, I would say:
Try keeping your surroundings full of beautiful
music and lovely flowers. Try reading and
memorizing thoughts that inspire. Try making a
list of all the things you have to be thankful for.
If there is some good thing that you have always
wanted to do, start doing it. Make a meaningful
schedule for yourself and keep to that schedule.

Although others may feel sorry for you,
never feel sorry for yourself - it has a deadly
effect on spiritual well-being. Recognize all
problems, no matter how difficult, as opportuni-
ties for spiritual growth, and make the most of
these opportunities.

From all the things you read and from all
the people you meet, take what is good - what
you own ‘Inner Teacher’ tells you is for you -
and leave the rest. For guidance and for truth, it
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is much better to look to the Source through your
own ‘Inner Teacher’ than to look to people or
books. Books and people can merely inspire
you. Unless they awaken something within you,
nothing worthwhile has been accomplished.

No one is truly free who is still attached
to material things, or to places, or to people. We
must be able to use things when we need them
and then relinquish them without regret when
they have outlived their usefulness. We must be
able to appreciate and enjoy the places where
we tarry, and yet pass on without anguish when
we are called elsewhere. We must be able to
live in loving association with people without
feeling that we possess them and must run their
lives. Anything that you strive to hold captive
will hold you captive, and if you desire freedom
you must give freedom.

The spiritual life is the real life - all else
is illusion and deception. Only those who are
attached to God alone are truly free. Only those
who live up to the highest light they have find
their lives in harmony. Those who act on their
highest motivations become a power for good.
It is not important that others be noticeably
affected. Results should never be sought or
desired. Know that every right thing you do -
every good thing you say - every positive thought
you think- has good effect.

All people can be peace workers. When-
ever you bring harmony into any unpeaceful
situation, you contribute to the total peace
picture. Insofar as you have peace in your own
life, you reflect it into your surroundings and
into the world.

In our spiritual development we are often
required to pull up roots many times and to close
many chapters in our lives until we are no longer
attached to any material thing and can love all

people without any attachment to them.
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You cannot leave a situation without spiri-
tual injury unless you leave it lovingly.

If you want to teach people, young or old,
you must start where they are - at their level of
understanding. If you see that they are already
beyond your level of understanding, let them
teach you. Since steps toward spiritual advance-
ment are taken in such varied order, most of us
can teach one another.

Physical violence can end even before we
have learned the way of love, but psychological
violence will continue until we do. Only outer
peace can be had through law. The way to inner
peace is through love.

Concentrate on giving so that you may
open yourself to receiving. Concentrate on liv-
ing according to the light you have, so that you
may open yourself to more light.

Sometimes difficulties of the body come
to show that the body is just a transient garment
- that the reality is the indestructible essence
which activates the body.

After you have found inner peace, spiri-
tual growth takes place harmoniously because
you - now governed by the higher self - will to
do God’s will and do not need to be pushed into
it.

Nothing threatens those who do God’s will,

and God’s will is love and faith. Those who feel
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hate and fear are out of harmony with God’s
will and are likely to have difficulties.

All difficulties in your life have a purpose.
They are pushing you toward harmony with
God’s will.

There is always a way to do right!

What we suffer from is immaturity. If we
were mature people, war would be no problem -
it would be impossible.

Of course I trust the Law of Love! Since
the universe operates in accordance with the
Law of Love, how could I trust anything else?

For Light I go directly to the Source of
Light, not to any of the reflections. Also I make
it possible for more Light to come to me by liv-
ing up to the highest Light I have. You cannot
mistake Light coming from the Source, for it
comes with complete understanding so that you
can explain and discuss it.

Judging others will avail you nothing and
injure you spiritually. Only if you can inspire
others to judge themselves will anything worth-
while have been accomplished.

Never think of any right effort as being
fruitless - all right effort bears good fruit,
whether we see results or not. Just concentrate
on thinking and living and acting for peace, and
inspiring others to do likewise, leaving results
in God’s hands.

You cannot change anyone except
yourself. After you have become an example,
you can inspire others to change themselves.

In a conflict situation you must be think-
ing of a solution which is fair to all concerned,
instead of a solution which is of advantage to
you. Only a solution which is fair to all con-
cerned can be workable in the long run.

Your motives must be good if your work

is to have a good effect.
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The Father of the Chinese Computer ;
~ Zhu Bang-Fu

KeXHOER | ask myself everyday

AR A 3R ? What’s the meaning of my life?
Man all have will

ABHS , ;

: | wish to bring no shame to the Heaven,
HARLRRNRK Bring no shame to my ancestors,
IR TIRSIE Bring no shame to my consciousness.
THIRNEKBIEM Anything other than the above
THE MRS | don’t care at all
HARA 2/ MEOL

il
F 7 TS T AT
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Story between | and Chinese Com-
puter

In 1972, 1 was 37 years old. I lived in
St Paul City of Brazil. I had accomplished
nothing. Every day, I asked myself: what’s
the meaning of my life.

All by chance, a big publication com-
pany named April Culture employed me. I
was in charging of some art designing and
layout works in editorial department......
One day, I saw the whole procedure of a
book been published and that astonished me
very much. A manuscript copy was sent to
the studio. It went through typing,
proofreading, finish writing, printing, and
then, sent to the market for sell. All of these
only spent 12 hours. Before, I ever lived
in Taiwan and knew some about publication
affairs. It was usually need half year to
publish a book.

At that time, this matter gave me a big
shock. I though if a Chinese could be pub-
lished less than 12 hours, then, the newest
knowledge could be handed down to the
public and benefited a quarter of the
world’s population. They could prevent
ignorance by that. What a meaningful mat-
ter that is!

I spent quiet a few efforts to under-
stand the complete procedure of the pub-
lishing in my company. Then, I found: the
bottleneck was the Chinese characteristics.
We didn’t have an efficient retrieve system
in Chinese. For example, when I studied
in Taiwan, the worst experience of mine was
to check a Chinese dictionary. About 80%,
I didn’t know how to start to check a word.
Moreover, I couldn’t count the strokes
right. That was because in Chinese, there

was no ideal about sequence. At least, no-
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body ever tried to set up a sequence
system.

About the spelling characters, it
has only 26 alphabets. The sequence
of the alphabets is easy to memory.
Every characters has its own compos-
ing of alphabets and its sequence is
fix and exact. However, in Chinese,
the matter is totally different because
the Chinese characters are too much.
The Chinese came form figures and graphs.
It is an ideograph. However, it has diffi-
cult to sort out. We can’t easily arrange
them in a dictionary. When typesetting, to
retrieve a type must count on those work-
men who can cram up the characters,
therefore, it’s efficiency is low.

If we can make an array fro the Chi-
nese characters, many problems would be
solved. It seemed not an important topic,
but it is a chance that the Chinese people
could grow in strength. After a deep
thinking, I thought I could find a way to
do it. However, I need to put all my
strength on the matter. Did some researches
in the first place. I was all-alone and de-
cided to do something meaningful. No
matter the result was success or failure; I
didn’t want to waste my life.

In Brazil, I couldn’t find enough Chi-
nese reference. I analyzed almost every
Chinese character that I remembered. I
thought: as the letter-typed keyboard was
applied widely already, it became almost a
universal standard. Chinese characters
should follow the standard to prevent to run
counter to the economical principles. In the
future, the link-up-with problem could be
decreased. Besides, the importance of num-

bers and all kinds of symbols are no less
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than the characters. Therefore, Chinese char-
acters shouldn’t occupy the positions of num-
ber and symbol. In the end, the keys on a key-
board only have 26 positions that are all belong
to alphabet keys.

Few months passed, I found a rule in
about 1~2 thousands Chinese characters. I
used 26 alphabet keys to code the Chinese
characters. Although I knew Chinese char-
acters were over times of 10 thousands, I
believed I would find out a manner as long
as I kept fighting.

As I wanted to research in Chinese, I
had better go back to Taiwan. Although I
didn’t have a good plain, I still made up
my mind to work on the Chinese characters.
I gave up the freely life in foreign country
and went back to Taiwan at the springtime
on 1973. There was a long road to go over
there.

First, all my family opposed my plain.
They had reasons beyond controversy.

They said: I would change my mind all the
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time. I was a specialist in Agriculture and that
was nothing to do with Chinese. The most
important, I was over 30 years of age, how could
I keep wandering?

I had no excuse. They were right but I
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was right too. All men have their own will. I
wish I would bring no shame to the Heaven, my
ancestors and my consciousness. Other affairs,
I simply don’t care at all..........

Almost for sure, my ideal about develop-
ing Chinese was proceeding in opposite direc-
tion with the main stream of the hold-power.
No matter where I went and no matter whom I
talked with, people gave me a burning satire
and freezing irony otherwise, they thought me
as an abnormal man. '

However, I had a strong will for it. The
more they against me, the more I fight back.
In the beginning, I didn’t realize the im-
portance of my work. As they spoke with
the force of justice to criticize me, I was
enlightened to realize the duty of mine.
Thereafter, I was duty-bound not to turn
back. I'll never change until death.

My first problem was how can I find a
balance point between survive and duty. I
wanted to become a teacher, however, I was
not qualified. I worked as a substitute
teacher but didn’t get much money. I tried
to be a writer but I failed ........

In the end of 1976, I published the In-
dexing System of Chinese Characters
named as Xing-Yi (form-mean). This was
base on 52 letters of retrieve keys. I put
them on a typewriter.......

I studied intensively. I thought: the
nature of characters that related to the hu-
man wisdom. Therefore, there were six el-
ements such as Code, Sequence, Form,
differentiation, Sound and Meaning.........
No matter how, we already finished the
book named Chinese Input Research but no-
body knew the value of it.........

At that time, the computer companies

in Taipei were less than 20. Shen Hong-lian
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and I visited every of them within a week.

However, no one was interest to it. As there
was no market in the business world, I started
to visit the academic circle. I traveled many
universities, the result was worse. Every time,
I found myself sat in the atmosphere of cul-
tural debates........

There was a colonel named Cao Yu-
dong in the Armed Forces University who
was in charge of the computer center; we
were from the same village. He heard that
I was working on the Chinese Input,
therefore, he invited me to his university
to do some research. He said to me: it is
not serious if success or failure, however,
the university would not pay me and I
would have no credit on this matter. For
me, it was a very good chance. I didn’t
think of any payment. In previous, I never
touch computer. Now, if I could use the
computer in the university, even I had to
pay tuition, I would still go to it. Thus,

Shen Hong-lian and I entered the Armed Forces
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University and saw the computer that we

Surely, I need to input some Wang-an
Triangle-codes to get the Chinese
characters. I wrote some codes to follow
the trail of Triangle-codes. One week later,
[ used my codes to replace the Triangle-
codes completely. I spent a week to write
my first BASIC program. Workers in the
computer center were so surprised. Then,
by they support for one month, I completed
the mission to telex the Chinese characters
in long distance by two computers, one fax
machine bellowed from Wang-an...........

General Jiang respected out work. He
suggested using Cang-jia for the name of
the Chinese Input Manner instead of using
Xing-yi. It was to memory the Cang-jia
who creates the Chinese characters in an-
cient China.........

Shen Hong-lian and I had no income for
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over one year. Our life faced serious problem.
We didn’ dare to think about developing a Chi-
nese Computer. All by chance, some of my
friends knew the matter. They asked me with
deep feeling: Dear brother Zhu! How much
money to have a research about Chinese
computer? I replied: about 1 million NTS$.
Therefore, they tried to get about 600 thou-
sands NT$ for me. Then, I started on the
research........

[ had a good relation with the Acer
Computer. In 1980, we signed a contract
of cooperation. Next year, we created the
first Chinese Microcomputer named the
Heavenly-Dragon No.1.........

After the Heavenly-Dragon, the Acer
Computer gave me 3.5 millions NT$. T used
this money to found my own company
named “0-1 Science and Technology”. Iin-
sisted on my research.

I found a fundamental problem. A Chi-
nese Computer should belong to the gen-
eral Chinese people. However, people
didn’t use to apply a computer at that time.
Common users were such as foreign factory
owners and governmental organizations.
For these users, Chinese characters were
nothing. As least, they didn’t think about
the possibility of using the Chinese
characters. Therefore, if we want to popu-
larize the usage of Chinese computer, we
must lower the price in the first place.

Otherwise, it is to draw cakes to stave off
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The Heavenly-Dragon was too expansive. I
found the PA800 computer in Quan-ya
Company. Iinstalled Chinese characters in it
and lowed the price to one tens of the Heav-
enly-Dragon. However, it still need over 70
thousands NT$. It was too expensive to be-
come popular. The future was not so well.

Then, we thought the Apple Computer
was another chance. We develop the Han-
card(a Chinese characters card) for it. In
order to express my strong will, I gave up
the monopoly of the Chinese-characters-
input as well as the Han-card. I authorized
my rights to 5 companies. They could mass-
produce my card, therefore, the price of the
card was decreased from over 10 thousands
NTS$ to 1.5 thousand NT$. At the same time,
the Apple Computer’s CPU card was de-
creased to 6 thousands NT$. In other words,
about 10 thousands NT$, you can have a
Chinese Computer. In such circumstance,
the market will accept the Chinese
computer. I saw the first light of the
morning. Then, [ went to another peak.......

Thereafter, I invited a couple of major com-
puter manufacturers in Taiwan such as Lin Ye-
zeng, Shi Zhen-rong, Hou Quin-xiong, Lin Rong-
sheng and so forth. Isaid to them I am willing
to sell all my technique as well as the shares of
0-1 Company at the price of 10 millions NT$
in order to concentrate myself on research in
the Chinese computer. Two meeting were hold.
All men agreed and felt happy about my
decision. However, men are selfish;
therefore, I suffered defeat when victory is

within my grasp..........

The life of Chinese Computer
Zhu Bang-Fu said: I am no genius. I still
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works very hard although I am 60 ~ 70 years

old. I am no genius but I am a ghost-talent.

A madman, a lunatic, a maniac and so forth,
no matter what title people gave to him, he
don’t care. People gave him a respectful form
of address as the Father of Chinese Computer.
The Tian-Xia Magazine once chose him as one
of the Most Influence 200. However, these
honors, he doesn’t care.

In his wild mind, only one matter is
important: Refuse the monopolization of
English computer and Internet communica-
tion rules. Let the computer say Chinese.

Zhu Bang-Fu decided to give up the
old typesetting. He wants to find the most
efficiency manner for Chinese characters
input and processing. Under such ideal, he
creates the Cang-jia Input Manner.

However, it is a long road. He got
some suffers. After he returned Taiwan, he be-
gan to work. He knew nothing about computer
in the beginning. He spent 3 years, like a
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madman, he cut about 20 ~ 30 kinds of Chinese
dictionaries in the night times. His hands be-
came quite rough and grew skin-cocoon. He
sorted the characters and pasted them on cards.
He tried to enlighten the secret of the codes of
Chinese characters. Three years later, he cre-
ates the Cang-jia Input Manner.

Zhu Bang-fu gave up the right of the
patent. I thought the chairman of Microsoft,
Bill Gates would never understand why he did
that.

Zhu Bang-fu have a couple of pioneer-
ing works in Chinese computer makes all Chi-
nese feel proud. For example, he and Acer Com-
puter created the first Chinese computer the
Heavenly-Dragon. He and the Institute for In-
formation Industry created the Chinese Win-
dow Operation System, Windows 3.0.
However, they lose the field because the mar-
keting competition with super companies such

as Microsoft.

But, did Zhu Bang-fu admit defeat?
No!

Since 1990, he and 7 pupils spent 10
years to live as hermits. Every day’s morn-
ing about 7 o’clock, they got up; swept
away the dirt form the ground and yard. In
some nights within a week, he explained
Lao-tzu (a book wrote by a Chinese phi-
losopher in the Spring and Autumn Period)
and The Book of Changes. He wished the
Chinese ancient wisdom would give him
enlightenment. He also looks into the con-
necting points between the computer and
Chinese characters. A revolution in Chi-
nese computer is brewing.

Recently, Zhu Bang-fu shows himself
as the vice-chairman of the Hong Kong Cul-

tural Communication and Information Group.
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A series of storms are coming.

He wants to use his Chinese 2000 Plat-
form to fight with the Microsoft Windows.
He donjjt want to let the Intel CPU becomes
the dominator the Chinese CPU as well as
Chinese Electronic book and Internet.
Besides, the most difficult to understand is
the key of a new revolution ~ Chinese Gene
Engineering. This new codes would in-
crease a great deal of the efficiency of Chi-
nese computer.

After year 2000, Zhu Bang-fu changed
himself a lot: he knew that a product must
have a good commercial operation as well
as technology and ideal. Then, the product can
survive on. He began to expose himself with
smile as well as the product in front of the mass
media.

Now, he has some large cases such as: Since
September 2002, the Chinese Electronic Book

A
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was put into a teaching practice in 10 schools
in Bei-jing and Guang-zhou. It was a produc-
tion of 10 million of books. The Chinese Cul-
tural Database, it would digitize classical docu-
ments in the past 3000 years in the Chinese
history. The system of Internet Computer, it
made 0.9 billions of Chinese farmers to apply
the 9PDA. They can Speak to the Internet with-
out any limitation and have one tens of the
price.

These big tasks have the same spirits as
the Clip and paste works of 20~30 dictionaries
that did by him when he was a young man of
over 30 years old. However, the technology

and spirits are both develop to another level.

About the Chinese 10CPU

Microsoft and Intel win the IT busi-
ness for almost 20 years. However, the
price of a computer is still too high for
Chinese and that would become obstacle of
the popularization of computer. Zhu Bang-
fu, the creator of Cang-jia Input, he already
develop a low price Chinese CPU. The
price will as low as 80 US$. That will help
Chinese people to buy a computer.

Today, the hardware and software of
a computer is base on the Western WINTEL
(Windows and Intel) as the industrial
standard. Zhu Bang-fu cooperated to IBM
and creates the Dragon CPU, and it may
break the market of WINTEL.

Dragon CPU has 32000 Chinese char-
acters (normal and simplified Chinese
characters). This is different with the En-
glish-standard CPU. As 90% of application
functions are already built into the CPU, you
don’tneed a written Chinese character database
in the motherboard. As the source codes are

free, the operation efficiency, small volume and
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low cost would help manufacturers to develop a
low-price computer as well as household
utilities.
-2003/07/18 United Daily News

Zhu Bang-Fu emphasized that: when the
Dragon CPU integrates with 11Linux, it would
create a new industry standard for computer. It
would have a cheap cost and no more need a
Chinese characters database in the 121T business.
Therefore, a Popularized-computer would come
for the Oriental world and break through the
market of Microsoft and Intel.

Zhu Bang-fu said: previous, over 70% prof-
its are control by a few companies in PC world.
In the future, these profits would go to the
manufacturers. The new technique of the Dragon
CPU integrates with Linux, it will lower the price
of PC a great deal
-2003/08/04 Economic Daily News

Care about All

A man is great because of selfless. The
moral integrity is noble and virtuous because of
service. The father of Chinese computer and the
founder of Linux, both of them give their patent
rights to the world and make them free of charge.
In the money world, we all should think about it

and learn something from it.
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